[0}

YOUTUBE CHANNEL: hitps://www.voutube.com/@PatrioticlAS
CONTACT: 9971932488

U TELEGRAM CHANNEL: https://t.me/patrioticlAS

PATRIOTIC LAS

DAILY CURRENT AFFAIRS
THE HINDU NEWSPAPER
08 APRIL 2026

YouTube link: https://www.youtube.com/@PatrioticlAS

Telegram Channel: https://t.me/patrioticlAS

PCS Special: | 08 April
08A | Palak and Mukesh win gold with a World record
Ta® 3R b= + fay Revis & qry ol siiar

Address : 3rd Floor, KV Tower, Padleyganj Road, Gorakhpur
Email Id : info@patrioticias.in

Contact Number : 9971932488
Website : patrioticias.in _ el

Pagel




[0
TELEGRAM CHANNEL: https://t.me/patrioticlAS

YOUTUBE CHANNEL: hitps://www.voutube.com/@PatrioticlAS
CONTACT: 9971932488

Land rights movement: Indigenous protesters march during
the ‘AcampamentoTerra Livre’ or Free Land Encampment,
Brazil’s largest annual Indigenous mobilisation that focuses on
land rights and environmental protection in Brasilia, Brazil, on
Tuesday.

08A. Palak and Mukesh win gold with a World record
Waﬁvmﬁﬁ%ﬁaﬁg%muwﬂfiﬁm

¢ India’s Palak and Mukesh Nelavalli shattered the World
record on the way to winning the 10m air pistol mixed team gold
at the ISSF rifle and pistol World Cup at Granada (Spain) on
Tuesday.

YR ! UTaeP 3R PR Adrdeett 7 FIEIR I 18T () o
MR ISSF WSHA 3R fUed ae8 #u # 10 Hie? TR fiRed
Palak and Mukesh win gold i & ol Shiad gu fay freid o faan

with a World record e The Indian duo aggregated 487.7 to clinch the top spot,
which is also a junior World record.

T iR
India’s Palak and Mukesh Nelavalli shattered the WG Slia! 4 487.7 3ih 1R &= 2 ®IF Ut fam, St ts
World record on way to winning the 10m air W ﬁ%- i % |

pistol mixed team gold at the ISSF rifle and and . .
pistol World Cup at Granada (Spain) on Tuesday. e While Palak had 243.0 in the final, Mukesh scored 244.7.

The Indian duo aggregated 487.7 to clinch the top W%{tﬂgﬂ?{f{ 243.0 3ih ¥, 'E%TQT%[ 244.7 3 IR
spot, which is also a junior World record. While fgfq-[ | aé)[

Palak had 243.0 in the final, Mukesh scored ] . . . .
244.7. China’s Qianxun Yao and Kai Hu bagged e China’s Qianxun Yao and Kai Hu bagged the silver with

the silver with 484.8 while Hungary’s Veronika 484.8 while Hungary’s Veronika Major and Akos Karoly Nagy
Major and Akos Karoly Nagy (414..9) won bronze. (414..9) won bronze.
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Renewed violence in
Manipur leaves 4 dead

The Hindu Bureau
GUWAHATI

Four people, two of them
minors, were killed in re-
newed violence in Mani-
pur’s Imphal Valley on
Tuesday.

Officials in Bishnupur
district said two children —
a five-year-old boy and a
six-month-old girl — were
killed and their mother in-
jured when suspected ex-
tremists hurled a bomb at
their house in Moirang
Tronglaobi. The Meitei-in-
habited area is close to the
hills of Kuki-Zo-dominated
Churachandpur district.

Manipur Home Minister
Konthoujam Govindas said
five were injured (in firing
by the security forces), and
two of them died later.

People block a road in protest in Bishnupur district, Manipur, after
two children were killed in a bomb attack on Tuesday. PTI

The Bishnupur district
administration imposed
restrictions on the move-
ment of people, while the
State government suspend-
ed mobile Internet services
across five Imphal Valley
districts for three days.

Chief Minister Yumnam

that the government had
decided to hand over the
case to the National Inves-
tigation Agency (NIA).

“The act appears to be
the handiwork of indivi-
duals or groups with vest-
ed interests in disturbing
the prevailing peace in the
State,” he said.

Khemchand Singh said

08A. Renewed violence in Manipur leaves 4 dead

AR A i 3 e, 4 <l 1 A

Four people, two of them minors, were killed in renewed violence in Manipur’'s Imphal
Valley on Tuesday.

%a%agﬁaa"rﬁas‘mé o & &1 ATaTfenT 9, HAaR & 0GR & SWhTd UTél & fhr 9 g8
|

Officials in Bishnupur district said two children — a five-year-old boy and a six-month-old
girl — were killed and their mother injured when suspected extremists hurled a bomb at

their house in Moirang Tronglaobi.

fawrgR foren & SfEIEl 3 Fam % &1 52 — U Uid ATd BT asHT 3R U6 9§ HeH B
T — AR T 3R P! 71 U1d 8 T3 o Wiy Iuarfedy 3 Hoirang Tronglaobi & 3%
W R IH G|

The Meitei-inhabited area is close to the hills of Kuki-Zo-dominated Churachandpur
district.

Ig Ads SATATC! aTel &3 Fb1-o1l 9gd YRIFIGYR foTar &1 Uglisdl & I fRd g1

Manipur Home Minister Konthoujam Govindas said five were injured (in firing by the
security forces), and two of them died later.

AR & g At FINerH MiderT 3 wa1 [ vl @ JRed gat &t Bl & ugd gu, foms
BRI R GRS Y

The Bishnupur district administration imposed restrictions on the movement of people,
while the State government suspended mobile Internet services across five Imphal Valley
districts for three days.
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e Chief Minister Yumnam Khemchand Singh said that the government had decided to hand
over the case to the National Investigation Agency (NIA).

geTHA AT @G Rig A $81 [ WaR A 39 7w 3 Ik oig geidt (NIA) B i

1 fAuf ferm 81

e “The act appears to be the handiwork of individuals or groups with vested interests in
disturbing the prevailing peace in the State,” he said.

I2I Pel, “Ug U U faqdl a1 GHg! Bl HRqd I & FTebT Iod H =t JeT JMifdy Y 4
FE AW RRRagr

A civilisation will die in Iran if deal not
accepted, says Trump on ‘deadline’ day

Stanly Johny

U.S. President Donald
Trump on Tuesday threa-
tened that “a whole civili-
sation will die” if Iran does
not accept his deal and re-
open the Strait of Hormuz
before his 8 p.m. Eastern
Time (6.30 a.m. on Wed-
nesday in India) deadline.
Tehran, in turn, issued a
warning that its response
would deprive the U.S. and
its allies of oil and gas for
years.

U.S. Vice-President J.D.
Vance, who is in Hungary,
said his country has “tools
in our toolkit that we so far
haven’t decided to use”
against Iran, without elab-
orating further. The White
House later said Mr. Vance
did not mean use of nu-
clear weapons.

Iranian children in Tehran on Tuesday mark 40 days since the fatal

strike on a girls’ primary school during the ongoing war. REUTERS

If the U.S. “crosses red
lines, Iran’s response will
extend beyond the re-
gion”, the Iran’s Revolu-
tionary Guards (IRGC) said
in a statement on Tuesday.

The statements from
both sides came as Tehran
reported the U.S. and Is-

rael had already begun at-
tacking key infrastructure.

Israeli Prime Minister
Benjamin Netanyahu said
bridges and railways that
“were used by the Revolu-
tionary Guards” were tar-
geted. Iran’s Mehr news
agency reported that U.S.

and Israel carried out
strikes on Kharg Island in
the Persian Gulf, which is a
key export terminal for
Iran’s oil and gas.

The U.S. has sent a cea-
sefire proposal to Iran
through Pakistan. Iran’s
Foreign Ministry has said
the U.S. proposal was not
acceptable. Mr. Trump has
said Iran responded to his
proposal but it was “not
good enough”. IRGC says
the Strait of Hormuz would
never return to its previous
status.

“A whole civilization will
die tonight, never to be
brought back again. I don’t
want that to happen, but it
probably will,” Mr. Trump
said in a social media post.

‘HUMAN CHAINS’
» PAGE 14

08A. A civilisation will diein Iran if deal not accepted, says Trump on

‘deadline’ day
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e U.S. President Donald Trump on Tuesday threatened that “a whole civilisation will die” if
Iran does not accept his deal and reopen the Strait of Hormuz before his 8 p.m. Eastern
Time (6.30 a.m. on Wednesday in India) deadline.

At Igufar StATes ¢U A FIaR &1 Adia < b T I wvaar @ 1 S afe v

I JHI DI WIHR et BT 3R 8 ol 3%+ eT3H (HRA H IR Ja8 6:30 T B
3SR U U8 ST TaSHEHS & R I -1g! JerdT |

e Tehran, in turn, issued a warning that its response would deprive the U.S. and its allies of oil
and gas for years.
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e U.S.Vice-President J.D. Vance, who is in Hungary, said his country has “tools in our toolkit
that we so far haven’t decided to use” against Iran, without elaborating further.
3Tyt W& AW, N E T §, 7 BT {5 3% 4 b U U “IuSR0P § o
31t T SR & RIATh I v 1 Foi 1t fern man g

e The White House later said Mr. Vance did not mean use of nuclear weapons.
FT5C T8 7 916 | $gl o ol 39 &1 Haae WRHIY] §FRARI & ITANT I a1 T

o |fthe U.S. “crosses red lines, Iran’s response will extend beyond the region”, the Iran’s
Revolutionary Guards (IRGC) said in a statement on Tuesday.

e ST "o ¥@ISM” B UR Il &, <l 33 B! Ufafehar & J 18R b hart,” S 1
Raleg=F M (IRGC) A HAAR & Th 59 & &gl

e The statements from both sides came as Tehran reported the U.S. and Israel had already
begun attacking key infrastructure.
I vall & S T8 THg H S & dg- A I b et iR senTed o v givardt
T R A = R T B

e |sraeli Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu said bridges and railways that “were used by
the Revolutionary Guards” were targeted.

SORTSE & FUTAH ST Aa=a1g = Fg i gart SR Yad &1 A= §=mn mn S
AR M gRT I fhu & A1

o Iran’s Mehr news agency reported that U.S. and Israel carried out strikes on Kharg Island
in the Persian Gulf, which is a key export terminal for Iran’s oil and gas.

R Pt Ag¥ THMAR O - TR i SR Sk SoRTsd § Ry &) @rel § fyq @nt
2T R 3A b, ST €M & A R i o1y fAafa efifa B
e The U.S. has sent a ceasefire proposal to Iran through Pakistan.
AR 7 UIfFwaT & H1ew q $R B GG faRTH YT Joll g |
e Iran’s Foreign Ministry has said the U.S. proposal was not acceptable.
R & 4w Harery 3 $e1 & ARt yare Wierd T R
e Mr. Trump has said Iran responded to his proposal but it was “not good enough”.
ot ¢ A FHgT o I 7 I UATd &1 ofa1e e, dfdh a8 “uai 3wl Tal” ol
o |IRGC says the Strait of Hormuz would never return to its previous status.
IRGC &1 HE-T § [ BT STasa="e Hff ol ugd ! fRufa & a7t simem|

¢ “Awhole civilization will die tonight, never to be brought back again. | don’t want that to
happen, but it probably will,” Mr. Trump said in a social media post.

“31TST I1d Ueh TR el TH 8 e, Ford bR ot aroy =&Y aman o a1 & 7Y arean fob
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Limits of neutrality in addressing caste
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Supreme Court begins review of
2018 ruling on Sabarimala shrine

Krishnadas Rajagopal
NEW DELHI

Justice BV. Nagarathna,
part of the Supreme Court
Constitution Bench hear-
ing a reference spurred by
a 2018 judgment uphold-
ing the right of women of
menstruating age to enter
the Sabarimala shrine in
Kerala, said on Tuesday
that social ills cannot be
branded and passed off as
‘essential religious
practices’.

The Union government
said the legislature, not
courts, drives reform in re-
ligion, if need be.

“If social evils are given
areligious colour, then the
courts can intervene to dis-
tinguish [between] the
two,” Justice Nagarathna
said.

Q If social evils
are given a

religious colour, then
the courts can
intervene to
distinguish

[between] the two

. JUSTICE
BYV.
NAGARATHNA
Supreme
Court judge

Solicitor-General Tush-
ar Mehta said the Preamble
to the Constitution cham-
pions liberty of thought,
expression, belief, faith,
and worship.

The exchange marked
the first day of hearing of a
reference to evolve a ‘judi-

cial policy’ for constitu-
tional courts while dealing
with questions of right to
religious freedom en-
shrined in Article 25 and a
denomination’s privilege
to manage its own religious
affairs under Article 26 of
the Constitution.

“How can the courts
then examine the essen-
tiality of religious practices
of a denomination which
does not otherwise offend
public order, morality, and
health?” Mr. Mehta asked.

The focal point of the re-
ference is how far the
courts can use their plen-
ary powers to judicially re-
view religious practices
considered “essential or
core” in the name of usher-
ing in social reform.

The Centre argued
whether the judges had the

expertise to decide if a ri-
tual or a manner of devo-
tion was merely supersti-
tion or an essential
religious practice. “The es-
sentiality of a religious
practice may not fall within
the domain of judicial re-
view”, Mr. Mehta said.

“Judges are not experts
in science. Yet, courts are
empowered by the Evi-
dence Act to examine the
opinions of scientific ex-
perts and become an exp-
ert of experts,” Justice Joy-
malya Bagchi observed.

Justice M.M. Sundresh
intervened to note that
“the difference here is
science is based on logic
and religion is based on
belief”.

RELATED REPORTS
» PAGE 2

08A. Supreme Court begins review of 2018 ruling on Sabarimala shrine

R I 7 Fedamar dfew uR 2018 & et Bt wHiE Y& B

e Justice B.V. Nagarathna, part of the Supreme Court Constitution Bench hearing a

reference spurred by a 2018 judgment upholding the right of women of menstruating age

to enter the Sabarimala shrine in Kerala, said on Tuesday that social ills cannot be
branded and passed off as ‘essential religious practices’.

R ARET, o g

®I¢ 31 Afgur fie 1 g1 T, 2018 & 39 B A g

aragfd

e ot garE FR X1 ¢ forad ariie enf amg 1 aftensi & SifieR & Hva & Fesiuren
TfeR o va=1 & fore Ar=an & 18 of, IBiA TIAaR & gl [ qrAToTe qRISal 6 STava®
T gt & U & URd e fabar off Yl |

The Union government said the legislature, not courts, drives reform in religion, if need be.
Fg WPR - Hal & i § R &1 wrf faenfyer o=t 7, 7 o =ararey, afe g
IIRIHI Bl

“If social evils are given a religious colour, then the courts can intervene to distinguish
[between] the two,” Justice Nagarathna said.

AraYfd ATRET A Hal, afe qraTire RIgal &) anfife 1 foar S g, o =amrerd 9 %
T 3R P P oY FX&Y PR b 51"

Solicitor-General Tushar Mehta said the Preamble to the Constitution champions liberty
of thought, expression, belief, faith, and worship.
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The exchange marked the first day of hearing of a reference to evolve a ‘judicial policy’ for
constitutional courts while dealing with questions of right to religious freedom enshrined in
Article 25 and a denomination’s privilege to manage its own religious affairs under Article
26 of the Constitution.
Ig Tatg 39 e & YarE & ugd fa & cxiiar § ot Iexg Jaue =mreal & fie
% e Hifer e w18, 9 9 srgde 25 # Ffgd urfifes Tadaar & Sifier sik
3G 26 & dod [hul YUa™ & 0+ TS ATHal & Jae & ORIWRGR 3 I8 Ui 9
fued g1
“How can the courts then examine the essentiality of religious practices of a denomination
which does not otherwise offend public order, morality, and health?” Mr. Mehta asked.
ot AT A g1, T Rfa & =arrera fobeht Tuara o1 urfies gutsif $t smazaearsii &1 s
Y PR D 6, off ST AT -1h AT, AfIwar 3R FaRRA BT Ieaid ol HRar?”
The focal point of the reference is how far the courts can use their plenary powers to
judicially review religious practices considered “essential or core” in the name of
ushering in social reform.
2 ey o1 g foig g @ fob =amarera Arnfore GUR @ & A1 IR “3ATaRg S a1 T Tt
%mgﬁ ﬁumﬁaﬁw@mwﬁ&nmﬁ%ﬁmﬂqﬁﬁm%s&hw

I

The Centre argued whether the judges had the expertise to decide if a ritual or a manner of
devotion was merely superstition or an essential religious practice.

&g 3 adb foar & o arnehen & oy a8 99 o3 ot faxivgran § 6 s s a1 ufdd &1
TipT Hadt fufayrT § 1 maxgs urfife g
“The essentiality of a religious practice may not fall within the domain of judicial review”,
Mr. Mehta said.
;&E@mﬁw, el enfies gt B A UPpfa THaa: =ATRIE THiEm & R o a1

|"

“Judges are not experts in science. Yet, courts are empowered by the Evidence Act to
examine the opinions of scientific experts and become an expert of experts,” Justice
Joymalya Bagchi observed. ‘ '

Jrgfe STaHTes anTE A Fe, e fagE & faRivg T8 814, R o =l @ area
e gR1 Ao faRiug &t @ & S Fx 3R fa=ivRll o faRivy o7 &1 SifieR faar
TR

Justice M.M. Sundresh intervened to note that “the difference here is science is based on
logic and religion is based on belief”.
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Strict definitions will suppress diversity in
Hinduism, Centre tells SC in Sabarimala case

Krishnadas Rajagopal
NEW DELHI

The Union government has
told the Supreme Court
that a straitjacket defini-
tion of what constitutes a
“religious denomination”
or which religious practic-
es are “essential” would
“compress” the inherently
plural nature of Hinduism
expressed through diverse
sects, groups, spiritual li-
neages, regional traditions,
faith, practices, rituals,
customs, and beliefs.

The Centre has made its
position clear ahead of the
maiden hearing of a series
of writ and review peti-
tions linked to the Sabari-
mala temple case sche-
duled to be heard by a
nine-judge Bench headed
by Chief Justice of India Su-
rya Kant from April 7. The

Anine-judge Bench led by Chief Justice of India Surya Kant hearing

the Sabarimala temple entry issue in New Delhi on Tuesday. ANI

nine-judge Bench would al-
so look into the larger
question of the extent to
which courts could engage
in core matters of faith.
The written submis-
sions of the Union govern-
ment, represented by Sol-
icitor-General Tushar
Mehta, countered the Sep-
tember 2018 judgment of

the Supreme Court which
had held that devotees
who visit the Sabarimala
temple in Kerala were not a
separate religious denomi-
nation called “Ayyappans”
protected under Article 26
of the Constitution.

The five-judge Bench
had dismissed the notion
that the prohibition of wo-

men aged between 10 and
50 from entering the tem-
ple was an “ancient cus-
tom” of the religious de-
nomination amounting to
an “essential religious
practice” protected under
Article 25.

The 2018 judgment by a
majority on the five-judge
Bench concluded that
there was “no identified
group called ‘Ayyappans™.

Every Hindu devotee could
visit the  Sabarimala
temple.

The majority verdict in
the Sabarimala case had
concluded that the exclu-
sion of menstruating wo-
men from Sabarimala tem-
ple was akin to treating
them as the children of a
“lesser God”.

The Centre said the res-
trictive approach of the
2018 judgment invaded in-

tra-religious diversity. Mat-
ters of faith, belief, doc-
trine, practice,
observance, symbolism
and modes of spiritual life
vary from community to
community.

No written codes
Drawing inflexible rules to
define religious denomina-
tions and establish essen-
tial religious practices
would lead to confusing re-
sults especially in religions
like Hinduism which are
devoid of any mandatory
written codes or canonical
texts.  “Denominations,
sects and religions with no
canonical texts, and which
are open to change, would
find it very difficult to esta-
blish any aspects of their
beliefs, practices or culture
to be essential,” the Centre
submitted.

08A. Strict definitions will suppress diversity in Hinduism, Centre tells SC in
Sabarimala case

FoR gRUTITE g o o1 fafdear o1 gar i, og 3 gadtamar ama & giftw

PIE A BET

e The Union government has told the Supreme Court that a straitjacket definition of what

constitutes a “religious denomination” or which religious practices are “essential” would
“‘compress” the inherently plural nature of Hinduism expressed through diverse sects,
groups, spiritual lineages, regional traditions, faith, practices, rituals, customs, and

beliefs.

P WHR - GU DI I Bl § & “uififes duerr a1 “smazaes uifife yutsl” &t vk

gy fég 4 ot sfafifea agaamard! upfa & “Heivh »= i, ot fafirs Jueral, WHEl,

SreaTferd T, & wWuRTeH, ST, wrai, g, Sfa-fare ik fayrn & araa

B &l

e The Centre has made its position clear ahead of the maiden hearing of a series of writ and

review petitions linked to the Sabarimala temple case scheduled to be heard by a nine-
judge Bench headed by Chief Justice of India Surya Kant from April 7.

F% A 7 30E I URd & YT raTeh= GHewia &1 sremerdr arelt -=arardin € fis grr

G O ATl HastaTen Hie arha § et fie ok gAfdar ariRieeit &t ugeh gars 9 ugd

3O o WY R e g

e The nine-judge Bench would also look into the larger question of the extent to which courts

could engage in core matters of faith.

N-rarehi=n @1 e a8 off T s <araray T & o wrel § 59 8¢ a% exady aR

Tod ¢

e The written submissions of the Union government, represented by Solicitor-General Tushar
Mehta, countered the September 2018 judgment of the Supreme Court which had held that

devotees who visit the Sabarimala temple in Kerala were not a separate religious
denomination called “Ayyappans” protected under Article 26 of the Constitution.
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e The five-judge Bench had dismissed the notion that the prohibition of women aged between
10 and 50 from entering the temple was an “ancient custom” of the religious denomination
amounting to an “essential religious practice” protected under Article 25.
gig-amarefi=n @1 4t 1 a8 YR TR $= ot At {6 10 & 50 I¢ 3 Afgernsii & U9 W
fasy uififes Tuer ot “urh= IWuRT 8, St 31gwde 25 & ded “3TaRa® UTfife yur 8|

e The 2018 judgment by a majority on the five-judge Bench concluded that there was “no
identified group called ‘Ayyappans”.
2018 % A H IgAd 7 $ET UT b “SAWT 1 BT Bl UgaHT T Jg T 8|

e Every Hindu devotee could visit the Sabarimala temple.
& g vaa JadiaTen iR o1 9oar g

o The majority verdict in the Sabarimala case had concluded that the exclusion of
menstruating women from Sabarimala temple was akin to treating them as the children of a
“lesser God”.

HEATET ATA B 9gHd & B 3 Hal o i wriyes et arelt wfgemsit o 6fer § arer w@
32 “BHAR WA & T SR 7 & THH g1

e The Centre said the restrictive approach of the 2018 judgment invaded intra-religious
diversity.
&% A Bl [& 2018 & A BT UiasuTed® DI o & Wiar $1 fafguar & gway sxar g

e Matters of faith, belief, doctrine, practice, observance, symbolism and modes of
splrltual life vary from communlty to community.

;n%na%w Rrgia, wuTe, uTe, Ui 3R Smeanfaie Siiad & a¥id Iue™ I 9Hed o
e I

No written codes

oI faf@a

wfgard gt

e Drawing inflexible rules to define religious denominations and establish essential religious
practices would lead to confusing results especially in religions like Hinduism which are
devoid of any mandatory written codes or canonical texts.

Women cannot be seen as
‘untouchables’ for three
days a month, says SC judge
ESA—

NEW DELHI

Women cannot be treated
as “untouchables” selec-
tively for three days a
month, the Supreme Court
observed on Tuesday.
Justice B.V. Nagarathna’s
remarks came against the
backdrop of submissions
referring to the erstwhile
prohibition on menstruat-
ing women, barring them
from entry into the Sabari-
mala temple. A 2018 judg-
ment by the Supreme
Court had lifted the prohi-
bition on entry to the Kera-
la shrine by women in the
years between menarche
and menopause.
“Speaking as a woman, |
can say there cannot be
untouchability practised

Solicitor-General,
appearing for Centre
said the prohibition
was sui generis to
Sabarimala shrine

for three days every
month, and no untoucha-
bility on the fourth day. Let
us go by hard realities.
Speaking as a woman, Arti-
cle 17 (abolition of un-
touchability) cannot apply
for three days and on the
fourth day there is no un-
touchability,” Justice Naga-
rathna said while address-
ing the Union government,
represented by Solicitor-
General Tushar Mehta.
The Centre expressed
strong reservations against
the 2018 Sabarimala judg-

ment that compared the
bar on women’s entry into
the temple to the practice
of untouchability.

Mr. Mehta said the pro-
hibition was not for three
or four days, but was for an
age group, adding that the
prohibition was sui generis
(unique) to the Sabarimala
shrine. Other Lord Ayyap-
pa temples, globally, were
accessible to women of all
ages, he said.

“There are denomina-
tional practices which we
need to respect. Everyth-
ing is not down to human
dignity and autonomy... It
is also about respecting the
faith and tenets of a reli-
gion, not everything is
about the taking away of
dignity or bodily autono-
my... ,” Mr. Mehta said.

FHoR framl & mrem 3 arfife Tuer sk
AT UTTHE Gyt DI aRUTT T
faRy =0 3 fig ad o 4l § yfia ufkomm
&, FoFE @i sifard ferfara wfgar ar
TSNS JY 781 5|

e ‘“Denominations, sects and
religions with no canonical texts, and which
are open to change, would find it very difficult
to establish any aspects of their beliefs,
practices or culture to be essential,” the
Centre submitted.

o drer, ual 3R el & Uy g
SIS Uy g1 § SR it URad & fog
G §, 31 e Srueit aryersit, garsii ar
TP & ol Ugel Bl SMa=ad Hifeid HRAT
§gd BId- 8N, g A U b

08A. Women cannot be seen as
‘untouchables’ for three days a
month, says SC judge
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Women cannot be treated as “untouchables” selectively for three days a month, the
Supreme Court observed on Tuesday.

Afgarsii & 7 | dF e giial & U “rga” 78! 91 Sl obal, YU B 7 TR &1 I8
fewuf 1|

Justice B.V. Nagarathna’s remarks came against the backdrop of submissions referring to
the erstwhile prohibition on menstruating women, barring them from entry into the
Sabarimala temple.

<ragfd &t &Y. AR @1 98 fewoh 39 galdl & ggA § o, S wiftre o areft
wfgensit & wataTer @R § vax R gd ufady &1 Iecra far ma|

A 2018 judgment by the Supreme Court had lifted the prohibition on entry to the Kerala
shrine by women in the years between menarche and menopause.

T B¢ & 2018 F Baat A H¥a & AR T AT IR IR & 9 ot afganst & gawr
R a7 ufddy o get fear ol

“Speaking as a woman, | can say there cannot be untouchability practiced for three days
every month, and no untouchability on the fourth day.

‘T Ofgell & TU H S gU, T &g Jabdll § b X AR diF fot Srggd WT =781 81 Tabl! SR
9 e Srggd v TEY 81 Wbt

Let us go by hard realities.

BH IRAfdDH TSl & YR TR I A1 |

Speaking as a woman, Article 17 (abolition of untouchability) cannot apply for three days
and on the fourth day there is no untouchability,” Justice Nagarathna said while addressing
the Union government, represented by Solicitor-General Tushar Mehta.

TS Afedl & T H, 3Fede 17 (IFd AT BT IHA) oI 71 db a1 el 81 Tl 3R A
&1 T 8 S, <uragfd ARET 3 by R, e ufaffia wifefRies SHvd quiR Agar
FX TE U, I ST B gU HaT

The Centre expressed strong reservations against the 2018 Sabarimala judgment that
compared the bar on women’s entry into the temple to the practice of untouchability.

Fg PR 7 2018 P JTATAT hod & RaTh Hel {1y Stamn, foraw Afgenait & Afer A
TaRT TR Ufdae & g1 3Igd U1 3 &t 715 1

Mr. Mehta said the prohibition was not for three or four days, but was for an age group,
adding that the prohibition was sui generis (unique) to the Sabarimala shrine.

ot Agar A Ha1 o ufiey i a1 IR et & forg =8 o, sfch T 3mg vt & forw o1, eik a5
ylasy gaHTaT 6T & forw fafkry (arfgda) i

Other Lord Ayyappa temples, globally, were accessible to women of all ages, he said.
35 gl [ 30 WA Sy |feR, famm@eR &, 9t sy vl &t ofgamat & fow QA g1
“There are denominational practices which we need to respect.

‘BT WUGHAD TUTE & DT 8 TR BT =1

Everything is not down to human dignity and autonomy...

It is also about respecting the faith and tenets of a religion, not everything is about the
taking away of dignity or bodily autonomy... ,” Mr. Mehta said.

g Y P TRIT 3R Rgial BT T B4 b IR & Y 7, g2 Tl TR#AT a1 IRIRS Wrad
B FIR T T R...,” off Agar 3 Fg1l
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‘Opposition failed
to provide proof of

charges against CEC

NEW DELHI

Rajya Sabha Chairman C.P.
Radhakrishnan and Lok
Sabha Speaker Om Birla re-
jected notices moved by
the Opposition MPs seek-
ing the removal of Chief
Election Commissioner
(CEC) Gyanesh Kumar,
holding that the Opposi-
tion failed to provide proof
and the allegations levelled
against him did not esta-
blish a prima facie case of
“misbehaviour” as re-
quired under the
Constitution.

A detailed 17-page order
issued by the two presiding
officers said the charges
either lacked proof related
to matters already adjudi-
cated or were currently un-
der judicial scrutiny. While
the issues raised may be
pertinent for political de-
bate, the order noted that
they did not meet the
“high constitutional bar”
necessary to initiate remo-
val proceedings under Arti-
cles 324(5) and 124(4) of
the Constitution or the
Judges (Inquiry) Act, 1968.

The notices, submitted
on March 12, were signed
by 63 Rajya Sabha and 130
Lok Sabha members and
contained seven charges
against the CEC. Each
charge was examined and
rebutted in the order.

Dismissed charges
On the allegation that Mr.
Kumar’s appointment was
“tainted” as the law go-
verning his selection under
the Chief Election Commis-
sioner and Other Election
Commissioners Act, 2023
was under challenge in the
Supreme Court, the Chair
said the pendency of a con-
stitutional challenge did
not amount to misbeha-
viour. The claim that Mr.
Kumar’s previous postings
reflected “deep executive
embeddedness” was dis-
missed, with the order not-
ing that many former CECs
had similar administrative
background without any
presumption of bias.
Another charge, that the
Election Commission ap-
plied different standards to
the government and the
Opposition, was rejected
for lack of “clear demon-

=

’

Gyanesh Kumar

strable evidence” of abuse
of authority. The Chair un-
derlined the “sensitive and
delicate” nature of the
commission’s constitution-
al functions.

Allegations that the
commission obstructed in-
vestigations into alleged
electoral fraud by refusing
to share information with
State authorities were also
dismissed. The order not-
ed that once a First Infor-
mation Report is regis-
tered, the appropriate
remedy lies before a com-
petent court. Even if such
refusal were assumed, it
could mnot constitute
grounds for the CEC’s
removal.

Similarly, the refusal to
provide machine-readable
electoral rolls to political
parties was held to be in
compliance with Supreme
Court directions and con-
sistent with the fundamen-
tal right to privacy recog-
nised in the Puttaswamy
judgment. The charge
failed to cite any specific
violation of electoral law, it
said.

Several charges related
to the Special Intensive Re-
vision (SIR) of electoral
rolls in Bihar and its pro-
posed nationwide expan-
sion. The Chair observed
that the EC has plenary
powers under Article 324
and that the SIR exercise
has been extensively consi-
dered by the Supreme
Court, which has affirmed
the commission’s compe-
tence. Judicial directions
aimed at improving tran-
sparency and fairness
could not be construed as
evidence of misbehaviour,
particularly when the mat-
ter remains sub judice.

The allegation of con-
tempt of court for non-
compliance with the Su-
preme Court directions
was also rejected.

g

08A. ‘Opposition failed to provide proof of
charges against CEC’

fuer ceEC & faaw R} & YT 34 A
fawa ver

¢ Rajya Sabha Chairman C.P. Radhakrishnan and
Lok Sabha Speaker Om Birla rejected notices moved by
the Opposition MPs seeking the removal of Chief
Election Commissioner (CEC) Gyanesh Kumar, holding
that the Opposition failed to provide proof and the
allegations levelled against him did not establish a prima
facie case of “misbehaviour” as required under the
Constitution.

TSI & JUTIFA W . TUTFOE SR G Sreaes
3t fore 7 faueh wiwel gR1 =1 919 Sy (CEC)
I PAR Sl g & T faw mu Ay 1 @iRe & faa,
Ig oed gu & fauer ywTor 293 7 fawa 8T $ik e e
SR WA & 5 3MaFh “GRIAR DT YYH THAT
AT MU 781 B |

e A detailed 17-page order issued by the two
presiding officers said the charges either lacked proof
related to matters already adjudicated or were currently
under judicial scrutiny.

I YioRiA SRl gRT SIRY 17 UBY & Sme=T & &gl T
fo SRIGT H a1 Ot ugd I froffa Al @ Ssifia vwmor 6
FH! ot a1 3 gdH H =l S & 3T g

¢ While the issues raised may be pertinent for
political debate, the order noted that they did not meet the
“high constitutional bar” necessary to initiate removal
proceedings under Articles 324(5) and 124(4) of the
Constitution or the Judges (Inquiry) Act, 1968.

BTclifch IBTT T Ge, T ifae qgd & oL Ageayul g1 Gevd
8§, e T el T b 3 WY F Srgede 324(5) 3R
124(4) 1 AT (STid) Srffrad, 1968 & dgd g™ &1
HRIATE! IR HRA P oY IS I HAUTAS AP B
T g1 |

e On the allegation that Mr. Kumar’s appointment
was “tainted” as the law governing his selection under the
Chief Election Commissioner and Other Election
Commissioners Act, 2023 was under challenge in the
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Supreme Court, the Chair said the pendency of a constitutional challenge did not amount
to misbehaviour.

i AR Y Fgfaa o1 g 9aH & RIU W, Riifds ID! Fgfo ¥ Heiftrd g1 g1
ST R =T AT g S, zozsmﬁwaﬁz‘ﬁg:ﬁ'cﬁ$a{eﬂ=r% e = Hgl fop
FaYTfoe gAYl dfed 8 9 gRTER Rig 721 gl

The claim that Mr. Kumar’s previous postings reflected “deep executive embeddedness”

was dismissed, with the order noting that many former CECs had similar administrative
background without any presumption of bias.

Ig gl o ot R @t Ul fgfaaat “erdurfere & st U cwid §, @ier o= o m,
TSR B gl 1 f H3 Jd CEC &1 U~ YA TAM W) € SR ST Uerurd &1 dhis
S 8! T S el |

Another charge, that the Election Commission applied different standards to the
government and the Opposition, was rejected for lack of “clear demonstrable evidence”
of abuse of authority.

T 39 3RIY s FATT SATART A TRBR 3R fques & fRIT SierT-orenT A 30T, Il &
GOUART & T YHIOT & 3HIT T WIRS D fam 7|

The Chair underlined the “sensitive and delicate” nature of the commission’s constitutional
functions.

31edel = 3TN & WAUTE HTal 3! “AYde-T=Id 3R AP UHfd W SR fean

Allegations that the commission obstructed investigations into alleged electoral fraud by
refusing to share information with State authorities were also dismissed.

g 3RIY o TNT A Ie7 UIHUBRON & 1 THBRT 1M B I SAHR PR Hiod gATdt
UIETUSt &1 i o aer Sreft, Ht @ie R fau Uy

The order noted that once a First Information Report is registered, the appropriate remedy
lies before a competent court.

%&mﬁaﬁrwﬁiwm THIMEAR Sl 81 STH W IR ST & ~arared & JHe gral

I

Even if such refusal were assumed, it could not constitute grounds for the CEC’s removal.
Hel §1 U1 37hR HH o1 ST, g CEC 1 g &1 YR 8] & FobalT|

Similarly, the refusal to provide machine-readable electoral rolls to political parties was held
to be in compliance with Supreme Court directions and consistent with the fundamental
right to privacy recognised in the Puttaswamy judgment.

S IR, IASIAH Gl B ARA-US-IT Haerdl Jdt o1 9 SAPR I GHH Hid & =i &
Y 3R YeRaT By & {=gdT v Mu=tardr & Aifere SRR & Sy [ |

The charge failed to cite any specific violation of electoral law, it said.

mﬁww%mﬁmmﬁ%ﬁﬁmmmmﬁ%mW|
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Centre’s plan for women’s reservation
follows UPA blueprint for OBC quota

NEWS ANALYSIS

Varghese K. George
NEW DELHI

The Centre is proposing a
50% expansion in the size
of the Lok Sabha and State
Assemblies to accommo-
date 33% reservation for
women ahead of the 2029
general election. The math
is such that incumbent law-
makers will be assured that
their pathway to seeking
re-election will not be nar-
rowed due to a new social
accommodation.

Prime Minister Naren-
dra Modi said during a
campaign meeting in Kera-
la that assured representa-
tion for women would be
achieved by creating addi-
tional seats. The govern-
ment plans to increase the
size of the Lok Sabha from
543 to 816 (a 50% increase
in seats). There will be 273
additional seats, and 273,
which is 33% of 816, will be
reserved for women. The
same math will apply at the
State level too. For in-
stance, Kerala will have its
Lok Sabha seats increased

w

The late Arjun Singh designed
the formula for OBC reservation
in higher education.

from 20 to 30 with 10 seats
reserved for women, Uttar
Pradesh from 80 to 120,
with 40 for women. The
existing Scheduled Caste
and Scheduled Tribe reser-
vation of 15% and 7% each
will have one-third of them
reserved for women of res-
pective groups.

Enlarging the size of the
pie before carving out a
new social accommoda-
tion is not unprecedented.
It was exactly in this man-
ner that the UPA-I govern-
ment implemented reser-
vation for Other Backward
Classes (OBC) in higher
education in 2005-06 and
it was a formula designed
by then Education Minister
Arjun Singh. He cham-

pioned the expansion of
reservation in higher edu-
cation through the 93rd
Constitutional ~ Amend-
ment Act and the Central
Educational Institutions
(Reservation in Admission)
Act, 2006, that mandated a
27% reservation for OBCs
in central higher educa-
tional institutions (such as
IITs, IIMs, and Central un-
iversities). To accommo-
date this, the government
implemented a 54% expan-
sion of seats over a three-
year period, starting from
the 2008-09 academic ses-
sion, ensuring the number
of seats available for the
general category did not
decline.

‘Win-win’ formula

Until then, the SC and ST
reservations added up to
22.5% of the seats, and the
rest were general category
seats. The proposal was to
accommodate OBC reser-
vation without impacting
the absolute number of
general seats. The math in
that situation meant that
the total capacity of Cen-
tral higher education insti-
tutions had to expand by

54% for the general catego-
ry numbers to remain the
same. In the pre-OBC re-
servation era, general cate-
gory had 78 seats out of
each 100, which remained
the same when the total
grew to 154, of which
49.5% was reserved.

In other words, what
was 78% of 100 earlier, be-
came 50.5% of 154. This
avoided any decline in the
number of seats for general
category students while ac-
commodating the OBC stu-
dents by expanding the
pie. Singh defended the re-
servation policy as a win-
win for all stakeholders, as
investment in higher edu-
cation expanded massive-
ly, with several new IITs,
IIMs and AIIMS coming up,
and the intake of students
increasing by 54% for the
bulging youth population
of the country.

The BJP formula of link-
ing additional seats in the
Lok Sabha for women’s re-
servation takes a leaf out of
the Arjun Singh playbook.
Expansion in seats in high-
er education was long
overdue then, as it is for
the legislatures now.

08A. Centre’s plan for women'’s reservation follows UPA blueprint for OBC

quota

afgens & SMRe&Ul & fIT &5 B AW UPA & OBC ieT & Sqflic T SIAR0I

P e

e The Centre is proposing a 50% expansion in the size of the Lok Sabha and State
Assemblies to accommodate 33% reservation for women ahead of the 2029 general
election.

Fg ABTUT IR I FAUTaUTSH F SHHR T 50% i FT UG ¢ 81 ¢ dlfdh 2029 & 3T

TATa § Uga Afgansi & fRig 339 SnRervr gfayd fasan o 9|

e The math is such that incumbent lawmakers will be assured that their pathway to seeking

re-election will not be narrowed due to a new social accommodation.

g TIOTd T © o ot wivagl/faemast & a8 Sy e & grfiates &1 37w
T HIHATTS THTEIS & RN GH 101 Ta] GHTT|

e Prime Minister Narendra Modi said during a campaign meeting in Kerala that assured
representation for women would be achieved by creating additional seats.

T g W B B U I Ao 3 AR e b WREeN B R GRRE SRR

Siferfvaa W TR g1 foban S|
o The government plans to increase the size of the Lok Sabha from 543 to 816 (a 50%
increase in seats).
THR THTHT BT 3BR 543 F 816 B b1 Ao &1 81 & (@ieT 7 500 )|
o There will be 273 additional seats, and 273, which is 33% of 816, will be reserved for
women.

Fa 273 tfafvaa W 17h, 3R 816 BT 33% T 273 W wfgansit & faw sRféra gt
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The same math will apply at the State level too.

Tg} TIOTd TTeg TR W IR g

For instance, Kerala will have its Lok Sabha seats increased from 20 to 30 with 10 seats
reserved for women, Uttar Pradesh from 80 to 120, with 40 for women.

ITERUI P forT, Ba § b Hic 20 | Tgdbr 30 5141, foFH 10 W Afgensii & fag
JRféra i, Siafds 3R we=r & 80 | 120 i B, o 40 Afgeansi & fag i

The existing Scheduled Caste (SC) and Scheduled Tribe (ST) reservation of 15% and 7%
each will have one-third reserved for women of respective groups.

Aioler g S (SC) 3R S{IR SISiIfel (ST) & 15% 3R 7% 3MR&U # J vep-fogrs
e waftra o ot afgarsi & fag smeféra s

Enlarging the size of the pie before carving out a new social accommodation is not
unprecedented.

TS TIPS SUTRIT AN P A Usd B SHTBR (UTS) Bl SHT 3MIYd a1 o

It was exactly in this manner that the UPA-I government implemented reservation for Other
Backward Classes (OBC) in higher education in 2005-06 and it was a formula designed by
then Education Minister Arjun Singh.

3P T UBHR UPA-1 TRBTR 7 2005-06 H = fR1eqm & g fUrsst @it (oBC) & o smrerm
I faa o1, 3R U8 BTHaT depTa fRrem w=ft eref Rig grT daR fear mar

He championed the expansion of reservation in higher education through the 93rd
Constitutional Amendment Act and the Central Educational Institutions (Reservation in
Admission) Act, 2006, that mandated a 27% reservation for OBCs in central higher
educational institutions (such as IITs, [IMs, and Central universities).

I o3at Tfaem w=iee ifirfraw iR Feiy Aerfre T (& smreqon siftfaa,
2006 & H1Y J I FA&TH MR&0T & IR o1 g0 fan, forad Fdla T &= 1, 1M
3R Fty fayfaeme ¥ oBc & W 27% 3mRemr ifHard fasar |

To accommodate this, the government implemented a 54% expansion of seats over a
three-year period, starting from the 2008-09 academic session, ensuring the number of
seats available for the general category did not decline.

Y U I3 & folg TRBR F 2008-09 A& fOTF T T L= i o aut # 549 e o1
o fosan, forad e ot o1 el o S | 3l B 7ol oS |

‘Win-win’ formula

fa=-famr widgen

Until then, the SC and ST reservations added up to 22.5% of the seats, and the rest were
general category seats.

q9 db SC 3R ST SMREIUT FAhR 22.5% e off, 3R o1 ! FrETg aif T Al |

The math in that situation meant that the total capacity of Central higher education
institutions had to expand by 54% for the general category numbers to remain the same.

39 FRufcr & 71ftra a5 o1 o Feta o FRI&H SR &1 $of & DI 54% TTHT I dlich
T o Bt ST G &1 35 |

In the pre-OBC reservation era, general category had 78 seats out of each 100, which
remained the same when the total grew to 154, of which 49.5% was reserved.

OBC 3fR&UT ¥ Ugd ATHTRI a7 & U 100 ® 78 We off, o ot 154 T R +ft w1 <&,
SR T 49.5% SRféra oI

In other words, what was 78% of 100 earlier, became 50.5% of 154.

TR YAl H, Sl gl 100 BT 78% T, I8 154 BT 50.5% & 71|

This avoided any decline in the number of seats for general category students while
accommodating the OBC students by expanding the pie.

ST HTHT 911 & BT &1 Wit § St g 315 3R OBC BHET o Wt HmifSa fvar m
I Ho G 5gT & TS |
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Limits of neutrality in addressing caste

he interim stay by the
Supreme Court on the
UGC Promotion of
Equity in Higher
Education Institutions Regulation,
2026, as reported by the Supreme
Court Observer, arrives at a pivotal
moment. These regulations
emerged from Abeda Salim Tadviv
Union of India, a pending case
before the Supreme Court
concerning caste-based
discrimination and student
suicides in higher educational
institutions. The case highlights
institutional failures in creating an
equal and inclusive learning space.

When discussing caste
discrimination in higher
education, it is essential to clarify
what is being addressed. The 2026
regulations under 3(c) define
“caste-based discrimination” as
discrimination based on caste or
tribe against members of the
Scheduled Castes, the Scheduled
Tribes, and Other Backward
Classes. This specificity is not
exclusionary; rather, it is
necessary to recognise caste as a
continuing structure of
marginalisation rather than
isolated incidents.

Why neutrality fails

The definition has been criticised
for excluding ‘general category’
students, with suggestions to
adopt a caste-neutral definition
that includes them, in line with
Article 14 of the Constitution,
which guarantees equality before
the law. However, this reasoning
misunderstands both how caste
discrimination operates in
practice and how equality is
understood under the
Constitution.

The Constitution does not
mandate an abstract,
one-size-fits-all neutrality. Article
15 not only prohibits
discrimination but also empowers
the State to make “special
provisions” for socially and
educationally backward classes,
SCs and STs to ensure substantive
equality. Equality, in this
framework, is substantive rather
than formal.

4

-
Priya Chaudhary

Research Associate,
CLPR

The UGC
guidelines must

monitoring,
regular audits,
and meaningful
oversight

be supported by

Formal equality assumes that
discrimination operates
symmetrically and that all social
groups require identical
protection. However, caste
discrimination is structural,
embedded in graded hierarchies
that shape access to dignity,
resources, and institutional power.
Including “general category”
groups into a caste-neutral
definition risks collapsing this
structural inequality intoa
universal grievance framework,
where systemic oppression is
equated with isolated
interpersonal bias. Such neutrality
does not expand protection; it
dilutes the law’s ability to address
caste as a system of power.

For decades, SC and ST
students have experienced social
exclusion, unequal treatment,
humiliation, and institutional bias.
In several cases, such structural
discrimination has led to mental
distress and suicides. These
realities, reflected in the pending
case under which the equity
regulations were formulated, show
that the framework is grounded in
systemic concerns, not isolated
incidents.

A caste-neutral definition would
flatten unequal social positions
into a formal notion of sameness
that the Constitution itself does
not endorse. Articles 14 and 15
permit differential treatment
precisely to remedy historical and
social disadvantage. Treating
caste-based oppression as
symmetrical across groups
disregards the hierarchies through
which caste operates and shifts
the focus away from structural
exclusion to abstract individual
grievances. Therefore, defining
caste-based discrimination
through historically marginalised
groups is not arbitrary. It
recognises that discrimination
operates through power
structures that advantage some
while disadvantaging others. This
is not “reverse discrimination,”
but an acknowledgement that
equality requires fairness in
practice. A caste-neutral approach
would obscure these structural

08A. Limits of neutrality in addressing caste

SIfd & 9 eI & U= | dexydn 1 JHg

realities and weaken the law’s
capacity to address caste-based
exclusion in higher education.

Enforcement matters more
The equity regulations in higher
education, including a focused
definition of caste-based
discrimination, are not meant to
exclude others from protection.
Rather, they aim to create a
baseline of dignity and inclusion
for those who have historically
been excluded. This approach
aligns with Articles 14 and 15,
which allow differential treatment
to remove disadvantage and
achieve substantive equality. In a
society shaped by caste,
constitutional equality cannot be
achieved through context-blind
neutrality.

More importantly, the question
is how effectively they may
function on the ground. The
failure to address caste-based
discrimination lies largely in weak
implementation and poor
institutional accountability.

Instead of diluting the scope of
the UGC regulations, the focus
should be on strengthening them
— by ensuring independent
complaint mechanisms,
time-bound inquiries,
transparency in outcomes, and
clear consequences for
institutional non-compliance. The
UGC guidelines must be supported
by monitoring, regular audits, and
meaningful oversight. A
framework meant to prevent
caste-based harm cannot succeed
unless institutions are made
answerable for how they respond
to discrimination in practice.

Shifting the debate away from
enforcement and towards abstract
concerns about neutrality risks
missing the core issue. For
students facing everyday
exclusion, the question is not
inclusive definitional purity, but
whether the system will respond
when discrimination occurs.
Strengthening the functioning of
the UGC framework is therefore
essential to fulfilling the
constitutional promise of equality
and dignity in higher education.

Address : 3rd Floor, KV Tower, Padleyganj Road, Gorakhpur
Email Id : info@patrioticias.in

Contact Number : 9971932488

Website : patrioticias.in

Page15



9971932488
R oo

TELEGRAM CHANNEL: https://t.me/patrioticlAS
YOUTUBE CHANNEL: hitps://www.voutube.com/@PatrioticlAS
CONTACT: 9971932488

The interim stay by the Supreme Court on the UGC Promotion of Equity in Higher
Education Institutions Regulation, 2026 arrives at a pivotal moment.

Gﬁﬁ?gﬁémqsﬁ?ﬁmwﬁqﬁﬁw 2026 TR AN IP TH HEAYUl U W
[

These regulations emerged from Abeda Salim Tadvi v Union of India, a pending case
before the Supreme Court concerning caste-based discrimination and student suicides.

3 fafom 3T Telte dedl 99T/ YR |y HTHe ¥ Idd §U S, ST o SmeTRda HeHTd 3R
BT ATHTAT I Yafrd 5
The case highlights institutional failures in creating an equal and inclusive learning
space.
g A1 HRINT fawaarait &1 gxifdr 8 o war 3 qumaxit fRier araravor 99 3
B B 5 |
When discussing caste discrimination in higher education, it is essential to clarify what is
being addressed.
ﬁﬁmﬁmﬁﬂzmwaﬁmwwwm 3TaRT e § fob o At fosa o
RGN
The 2026 regulations define “caste-based discrimination” under 3(c) as discrimination
against SC, ST, and OBC.
2026 & fafom & 3(c) & dga “wifa smenfyd HeHTa” & Taall, Todl 3k it & faems
GG & FU T gy fvar T g |
This specificity is necessary to recognise caste as a continuing structure of
marginalisation.
&ﬁmw%mwﬁﬁmmwwﬁmﬁm%wﬁmw

I

Why neutrality fails

TR | fawd gidl @

The definition has been criticised for excluding “general category” students.

T R ST ST “HHT G & BT B! 916% IWH & folE &1 778 5|

Some suggest adopting a caste-neutral definition under Article 14.

FS AN 3G 14 & ded ATfa-ded TRUTHT 3T &1 gd <d 8 |

However, this misunderstands how caste discrimination operates and how equality is
interpreted.

BT, T8 ST NGUTT F BTH B & dxtds SR JHT B SRS D Tad THdT 5 |
The Constitution does not mandate abstract neutrality.

Iy Agifaes dewrar o) sifard 78t

Article 15 allows the State to make special provisions for backward classes, SCs and
STs.

ITDE 1570 &) o a7l Taet ok Tudt & e fasiw wraem a7 Y srgefd Sar )
This ensures substantive equality, not just formal equality.

Ig qIedta® THTAT AT AT 5, Had SRS FH ol

Formal equality assumes all groups need identical protection.

Sftuenfye FaTET 98 A € 5 3 T o THE QRe $F sraxg e g1

But caste discrimination is structural and hierarchical.

A S NeH1d IRTATHD 3R Joftag Siar 1

It affects access to dignity, resources, and institutional power.

Tg TIRAT, JATHAY 3R TRINT TR db Ugd &l TH1fad Har 3l

Including general category in a neutral framework risks equating systemic oppression with
individual bias.

;mﬁﬁamﬁ%ﬁwﬁammﬁmaﬁaﬁaﬁmu&m%wmh
|

Such neutrality dilutes the law’s effectiveness.

T Feial SIHA B gUTa=fadr & FHSR H g
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e For decades, SC/ST students have faced social exclusion and institutional bias.
@ A TIRI/THE BT AHTRTS SFFTHR SR WA U&UTd T AT HR B ¢ |

e In many cases, this has led to mental distress and suicides.
FS ATA! B 3T AHRIS 9919 3R STHEET 85 6

e These realities show that the issue is systemic, not isolated. ]
3 grRafdeant feardt € fob a8 T Womeiira €, 71 {3 SrenT-yenT geg |

e A caste-neutral definition would flatten unequal social positions into a formal notion of
sameness that the Constitution itself does not endorse.
TS WAIfA-ded TRUTHT 3Raa T U & Ue shiuaiie TamHdal 8§ gad o, ol
TIAYT W98 WDHR el el

e Articles 14 and 15 permit differential treatment precisely to remedy historical and social
disadvantage.

agg)zu%ﬁusﬁﬁa%ﬁm%dm%ﬁﬁgvmﬁ%ﬁq%maﬁmﬁ
|

e This approach aligns with Articles 14 and 15 and promotes substantive equality.
Tg TP 3G 14 3R 15 P 3TEU ¢ 3R aRafde FHIAT &1 §¢ral adT 8

e |n a caste-based society, equality cannot be achieved through context-blind neutrality.
St Seid TaTS & JAHd He-fagie dewiar I U 5 &1 o gl |

e More importantly, the issue is how effectively these regulations function on the ground level.
31t Heayul 78 ¢ b 3 fafaw st v W freq wurdt &1

e The failure lies in weak implementation and poor institutional accountability.

A &1 HRU FHSR ST 3R FAGR TRINT TaTaGe! ¢

e Instead of diluting UGC regulations, focus should be on strengthening enforcement
mechanisms.
goiet faf el 1 AR SR & IO S WaRa a3 $ goigd B IR g1 et

e This includes independent complaint mechanisms and time-bound inquiries.
¥ Tda Rera 9 SR auues Wi Wi g9 Tkl

e |t also requires transparency in outcomes and clear consequences for violations.
=g forg ufvomeY & urReRiar sik Ieerel & e W &8 S g

e The UGC gwdellnes must be supported by monitoring, audits, and oversight.
ToNe RIS ) PRI, aiffee ok wehemr grT swRid fear s =Ry

e A framework cannot succeed unless institutions are made accountable.
DIz 1 AT 79 0% THd Te! 51 Thdl od dP SRIH! $I TaTaGg - a1 ol |

GS Paper Il: International Relations 08 April 2026

TOPICS COVERED

08A Bangladesh Foreign Minister arrives in Delhi, meets Doval

¥ i et oo UgR, Shute @ gareT @t

08A | Russia, China veto UN resolution on reopening Strait of Hormuz
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Bangladesh Foreign
Minister arrives in
Delhi, meets Doval

Kallol Bhattacherjee
NEW DELHI

Bangladesh Foreign Minis-
ter Khalilur Rahman ar-
rived here on Tuesday.
This is the first high-level
bilateral visit from Bangla-
desh in more than a year,
although Mr. Rahman,
who was National Security
Adviser in the interim go-
vernment of that country,
had travelled to Delhi in
November 2025 for a re-
gional meeting.

Mr. Rahman met Nation-
al Security Adviser Ajit Do-
val for dinner on Tuesday
in a start to his official inte-
ractions.

During his stay here,
from April 7 to 9, Mr. Rah-
man is expected to hold
several other meetings
with top officials of the In-
dian government, includ-
ing his counterpart, Union
External Affairs Minister S.
Jaishankar.

“India and Bangladesh

UNITED NATIONS

Russia, China veto UN resolution

share warm and historic
ties anchored in strong pe-
ople-to-people relations.
The visit will further bol-
ster India-Bangladesh part-
nership,” Randhir Jaiswal,
spokesperson of the Exter-
nal Affairs Ministry, said,
welcoming Mr. Rahman,
who is accompanied by
Humayun Kobir, Foreign
Affairs Adviser to Bangla-
desh Prime Minister Ta-
rique Rahman.

Mr. Rahman and Mr. Ko-
bir were received by B.
Shyam, Joint Secretary of
the External Affairs Minis-
try’s Bangladesh-Myanmar
division, and the High
Commissioner of Bangla-
desh, Riaz Hamidullah.

A lunch meeting will be
hosted for Mr. Rahman at
Hyderabad House on Wed-
nesday by Mr. Jaishankar.

Mr. Rahman will also
meet Commerce Minister
Piyush Goyal and Petro-
leum Minister Hardeep
Singh Puri.

on reopening Strait of Hormuz

Russia and China vetoed a UN Security Council resolution on

Tuesday on reopening the Strait of Hormuz, a text already diluted to
remove Gulf states’ desired green light to use force to protect the

key shipping lane. The draft resolution prepared by Bahrain

received 11 votes in favour, two against and two abstentions. AFP

REUTERS

08A. Bangladesh Foreign Minister arrives in
Delhi, meets Doval

ireTeR & fagwr Wt fiwet uga, Stuar 4
qATHTd Bt

e Bangladesh Foreign Minister Khalilur Rahman
arrived here on Tuesday.
Fivee s & fawr w=ft efleR YU HiTeaR ) g5t ugd|

e This is the first high-level bilateral visit from
Bangladesh in more than a year, although Mr. Rahman, who
was National Security Adviser in the interim government of
that country, had travelled to Delhi in November 2025 for a
regional meeting.
g T au ¥ SIS T T IRAGY BT 3R 3§ Ugal Su-\R
feruefta arn 8, sTaifes ot Teum, S 39 9% &t SfaRT WaR o
P YR&T FAGSR U, FdaR 2025 H T &A1 96 & oy
facett sz A

e A lunch meeting will be hosted for Mr. Rahman at
Hyderabad House on Wednesday by Mr. Jaishankar.
YR Bl B8 I off =i gRT 4t X0 & fore
QIUER & HISH BT SIS [T ST

e Mr. Rahman will also meet Commerce Minister
Piyush Goyal and Petroleum Minister Hardeep Singh Puri.

ot YguH arforsy W gy M SR Ueiferaw Wt grdiu g
T8 I ot gefrerd w1

08A. Russia, Chinaveto UN resolution on
reopening Strait of Hormuz

= 3R T 7 3w TasHEHS T W
UN W19 &1 dtel farar

e Russia and China vetoed a UN Security Council
resolution on Tuesday on reopening the Strait of
Hormuz, a text already diluted to remove Gulf states’
desired green light to use force to protect the key
shipping lane.

9 R 9 7 HIeaR ) WY Y YR&T uRug F
UATd &1 dic] o fadT, Sl gTe TasHeH & fhe I
G ¥ et o1, Saf UXdTd Bl Ugd 81 SHWAR DR el
T YT dlie W@TST 3= B Heayul Tgs! URT &1 GRE&T &
fore & WAt &1 Sl = & S|

e The draft resolution prepared by Bahrain
received 11 votes in favour, two against and two
abstentions.

T4 gRT R fhT 7T A0Sl URTd &1 11 FHY A4, 2

ﬁﬁﬂﬂHGﬁTZ\iﬁm(abstentions)ﬁﬁl
GS Paper Il1: Economy 08 April 2026
TOPICS COVERED
08A | Share of West Asia oil imports rose to 54% just before war

gg I 3t uga iy ulRmar ¥ 99 Smard &t ffeRY 54% a@ a4t

Page18

Address : 3rd Floor, KV Tower, Padleyganj Road, Gorakhpur
Email Id : info@patrioticias.in

Contact Number : 9971932488

Website : patrioticias.in



")
TELEGRAM CHANNEL: https://t.me/patrioticlAS
YOUTUBE CHANNEL: hitps://www.voutube.com/@PatrioticlAS

CONTACT: 9971932488

08A

A mid welfare pitch, Keralaranks highest in most indicators
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Share of West Asia oil imports
rose to 54% just before war

Latest govt. data show India imported nearly 91% of its crude oil requirement in February 2026,

a historic high; Of this, more than half came from West Asia, supplies that are now constrained

T.C.A. Sharad avan
NEW DELHI

ndia entered the ener-
gy crisis brought on by
the Iran war particu-
larly susceptible to disrup-
tions in West Asia, the lat-
est government data show.
Not only was India im-
porting nearly 91% of its
crude oil requirements as
of February 2026, a histor-
ic high, but more than 54%
of these imports came
from West Asian countries
— their second-highest
share in nearly 3.5 years.
The analysis by The Hin-
du of data released by the
Ministry of Commerce and
Industry shows that the
volume of India’s total oil
imports in February 2026
increased nearly 33% to
205.3 lakh tonnes over Fe-
bruary last year.
That is, India imported
a third more oil in Febru-
ary 2026 than it did a year
earlier. Further, according
to data with the Ministry of
Petroleum and Natural
Gas, India’s oil imports ac-
counted for 90.8% of the
total oil processed by In-

Risky Rise

The share of West Asian countries in India’s oil imports has

recently risen to long-term highs.

60%

208

April-24  July-24
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SOURCE: PETROLEUM PLANNING AND ANALYSIS CELL

dian refineries in February
2026, up from an already
historically-high 90.2% in
the first half of 2025-26.
Not only has India’s de-
pendence on oil imports ri-
sen, but it has also recently
increased its dependence
on the West Asian region.
This has come as it had,
until the outbreak of the
war in West Asia, sought to
reduce Russian oil imports
in line with demands from
the U.S. Russia’s share in
the volume of oil India im-

ports rose to 26.5% in Fe-
bruary 2026, but was still
significantly lower than the
peak of 40.2% it had
reached in May last year.
On the other hand, the
share of oil imports from
India’s West Asian sources
- Irag, Saudi Arabia, the
UAE, Kuwait, and Qatar —
rose to a combined 54.4%
in February 2026. Apart
from December 2025,
when this figure hit 56.8%,
this was their highest share
since September 2022.

However, those sources
are now constrained due
to the war, with officials in
the Ministry of Commerce
and Industry confirming to
The Hindu that India’s oil
imports from Russia have
increased “big time” in
March 2026, but this time
without the benefit of the
discount Russia was earlier
providing. The official data
on India’s oil imports in
March will be released in
early May.

Expensive oil

The data show that not on-
ly was India importing a
large quantity of oil in the
lead up to the U.S.-Israel
war on Iran, but that it was
also benefiting from a
crash in prices. The price
of the Indian basket of
crude oil in February 2026
stood at $69 per barrel.

Prices had averaged
about $78 in the previous
financial year.

The Indian basket com-
prises a weighted average
of prices of different
grades of oil in Oman and
Dubai, along with the price
of Brent.

08A. Share of West Asia
oil imports rose to 54%
just before war

g< 4 1% ugq ufdw
TR A 94 SmaTd Bt
%@NM%WH&ﬁ

e Latest govt. data show
India imported nearly 91% of its
crude oil requirement in
February 2026, a historic high;
Of this, more than half came
from West Asia, supplies that
are now constrained

dlvll WHR] \31IGDSI 333111{-IN
YR A BRast 2026 H 30 =
o DI ATTGDH T DT FTHT
91% ST fosar, St T
tfeRe ST wR g, i @
318 U 31fere fd elRrm g
31T, foret 3mgfd ore a1ferd g |

e Not only was India
importing nearly 91% of its crude
oil requirements as of February
2026, a historic high, but more
than 54% of these imports came
from West Asian countries —
their second-highest share in
nearly 3.5 years.

THRAR] 2026 dP HRT (U H=d

A B TR T BT ATHIT 91% 3T PR 8T UT, Sl Toh V8T I TR 8, 3R 399 I 54%
¥ AP SmaTd Ui TRMTS 3= J 4T — S T 3.5 auF | GERT JoY i fewn g

e Further, according to data with the Ministry of Petroleum and Natural Gas, India’s oil
imports accounted for 90.8% of the total oil processed by Indian refineries in February 2026,
up from an already historically-high 90.2% in the first half of 2025-26.

TG JHTal, UgHeraw 3R UIpfaw A HATAT & HiHa| & SIR, TRas! 2026 H YR &
RpTeRal gRT NIAY fHT 71T Bt A BT 90.8% ST UT, St 2025-26 B1 Ugeh THE! &
90.2% I 4t 31fF B |
o UE T9 g3 99 UfHH TRMN ¥ g Y= 51 Ao YR ARSI & il o &0 =¥l dd ST
Pl HH B BT TAN B 38T U

¢ Russia’s share in the volume of oil India imports rose to 26.5% in February 2026, but was still
significantly lower than the peak of 40.2% it had reached in May last year.

TRER! 2026 H YRA & dd TATd H ¥ B [GW™aRT 26.5% 8l T3, Al I8 Usa avf a8 o
Ugd 40.2% & fRRR A HTHI HA B

e On the other hand, the share of oil imports from India’s West Asian sources — Iraq, Saudi
Arabia, the UAE, Kuwait, and Qatar — rose to a combined 54.4% in February 2026.

T 3R, YR & Ui TS Tidl — 3P, TShdl 3RT, YU, $Ad 3R Fav — I ad
3T &1 RRIERY WRaT 2026 H fHATHR 54.4% B TR |
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The growing economy has outperformed other States in social, educational, and health parameters

| DATA POINT |

Sambavi Parthasarathy
Nitika Francis

erala is set to hold its Le-
K gislative Assembly elec-

tions on April 9, and the
results will be announced on May
3. The stage is set for a tight com-
petition between the incumbent
Left Democratic Front (LDF) and
the United Democratic Front
(UDF), with the NDA trying to
make inroads into the State’s As-
sembly constituencies this year.

The three competing political
fronts have released election ma-
nifestos which bet heavily on wel-
fare via pensions. An analysis of
key indicators shows that Kerala
fares better than most in several
indicators spanning health, econo-
my, and education.

Table 1 shows Kerala’s ranking
among other States in select eco-
nomic indicators and its actual va-
lue as per the latest year. Kerala
has demonstrated solid economic
growth over the past decade, and
ranked seventh among 23 States in
per capita net State domestic pro-
duct.

Data shows that economic deve-
lopment permeates Kerala’s rural
population as well. The average
daily wage rate in the State is T868,
the highest among all States.

The State also ranks second
among others in terms of Human
Development Index (HDI), which
takes health, education, and stan-
dard of living into account.

Table 2 shows Kerala’s rank
across various health indicators.
As per data from the National Fa-
mily Health Survey for 2021-22,
Kerala recorded an Infant Mortali-
ty Rate of 4.4, the lowest in India.
The nationwide average was near-
ly eight times this figure, 35.2. Ker-
ala also recorded the lowest Mater-
nal Mortality Ratio in the country.

The State recorded low shares
of women aged 15-19 who have be-
gun childbearing. About 93% of
surveyed women in Kerala also

have access to hygienic methods of
menstrual protection. When it
comes to children, only about 78%
of Kerala’s child population have
received all basic vaccinations,
ranking 12th out of 29 States. Ho-
wever, it has the second-lowest
share of children aged 0-5 years
whose growth is stunted, closely
following Sikkim.

Kerala is also a frontrunner
when it comes to education-relat-
ed indicators (Table 3). The State
ranks among the top-performing
States for the Adjusted Net Enrol
ment Rate (ANER) in elementary
education (%). This indicator, as
per the World Bank, refers to the
number of pupils of the school-age
group for primary education, en-
rolled either in primary or secon-
dary education as a share of the to-
tal population in that age group.

Similarly, the State’s Gross en-
rolment ratio in higher secondary
is higher than the allIndia average
of 57.6%. It is one of the top three
States for this indicator. GER refers
to total enrolment in a particular
level of school education, regard-
less of age, as a share of the popu-
lation of the official age group for a
given level of school education.

With a ratio of 1.44, the State
ranks first among 29 States on the
Gender Parity Index in education
(GPI). The indicator is the ratio of
female to male students enrolled
at a specific level of education.

The State is among the top-per-
forming States for infrastructure
indicators (Table 4). As per data,
the share of urban households liv-
ing in kachha houses in the State is
null, less than the country’s aver-
age of 0.9%. It ranks second
among 28 States with respect to In-
ternet teledensity in rural areas.

But Kerala lagged a little behind
on environment-related indica-
tors. The State was among the top
10 States that generated high
amounts of plastic waste per thou-
sand population. It was also one of
the top nine States in terms of per
capita fossil fuel consumption.
(With inputs from Devyanshi Biha-
ni)

Report
card

The data for the tables
were sourced from the

TABLE 1: Kerala's values and ranks in terms of Human Development Index and
economic indicators

National Family Health
Survey (2021-22) and

the NITI Aayog SDG
India Index (2023-24)

Indicator op

Human Development Goa (0.862), Kerala (0.86),
Index (2023) 086 | 2outef2s | 0732 Delhi 0.837)

Per Capita net Delhi (4,93,024), Telangana
domestic product (7) | 08338 | 7outof23 | 2,05324 | o og o) o rhataka (3,80,906)
Average daily wage Kerala (868.7), T.N. (573.2),
rates in rural areas (3) 868.7 Loutof18 398 Himachal Pradesh (516)

TABLE 2: Kerala's values and ranks across various indicators related to health

Indicator

Share of women aged 15-19 who have Uttarakhand (2.4%), Kerala (2.4%),
begun childbearing (%) 4% * 6.8% Goa (2.7%)

Infant mortality rate 4.4 1 35.2 Kerala (4.4), Goa (5.6), Sikkim (11.2)
Share of population with unimproved Wizoram (0.1%), Kerala (0.2%),
sanitation facility (%) 0.2% 2 19.3% Sikkim (0.3%)

Share of children aged 0-5 years whose 23% 2 26% Sikkim (229%), Kerala (23%),
growth is stunted (%) Manipur (23%)

Share of children with all basic vaccinations 78% 12 T7% QOdisha (91%]), T.N. (89%), H.P. (89%)
Womenlusing ahyglenicethed of 93.3% 5 77.6% | TNN. (98.4%), Delhi (37.1%], Goa (96.8%)
menstrual protection (%)

Maternal Mortality Ratio (per 1,00,000 live 19 1 a7 Kerala (19), Maharashtra (33),
births) Telangana (43)
Households with at least one member Rajasthan (87.8%), A.P. (80.2%),
covered by a health scheme (%) T 10 Gt Goa (73.1%)

TABLE 3: Kerala's values and ranks across various indicators related to education

Indicator op

Share of women [age.d 15-49) who 0.8% 1 22.6% Kerala (0.8%), Mizoram (5.3%),
have dene ne schooling (%) Goa (5.5%)

Share of men (aged 15-49) who have Kerala (2.3%), Goa (3.2%),

done no schooling (%) S B L Mizoram (3.4%),

Drop out rate (%) 5.5% 3 12.6% Manipur (1.3), H.P. (1.5), T.N. (4.5)
Adjusted Net Enrolment Rate (ANER) .

in elementary education (%) 100% 1 96.5% Multiple States (100%)

Gross Enrolment Ratio (GER) in higher

secondary (%) 85% 3 57.6% Delhi (94.9%), H.P. (94.1%}, Kerala (85%)
ERE G It R e vy 144 1 N/A | Kerala (144), H.P. (1.33), Nagaland (1.28)
education

TABLE 4; Kerala's values and ranks across various indicators related to environment and infrastructure

Indicator Kerala's Kerala's Top States/UT.s

value rank
Plasli.c v}rast‘:liie‘?erated per 1,000 3.39 10 outof23 204 Gui[ellgr‘?gja)hgefrgélﬁﬂl.
Per capita fossil fuel consumption (in kg.) 191.61 9 out of 21 166.43 Har):_‘ai:fa?:;l'i?a‘ d(it;{‘ag;f?;_zz.},
el B B e B B
IrTltreaTr;erle:\:bscribers per 100 population in 160.19 2outof 28 38.33 Goa [lgiiaiz',‘rﬁailzgﬁﬁ.m],

08A. A mid welfare pitch, Kerala ranks highest in most indicators

ALH TSR] Hifd & AT B AFUHT a1 d MY wR

e The growing economy has outperformed other States in social, educational, and health
parameters
et srfarawiT = AT, QAfde iR W aFe! § o 3wl & 91D BisT @

e An analysis shows Kerala performs better in health, economy, and education indicators.
fa=eror I udt gt § i dxa Ty, srderawt 3R Rran Jae! & e UeRH a5l

e Keralaranked 7th among 23 States in per capita NSDP.
I ufe afed TS # 23 Il § 74 WM R ¢

e The average daily wage in Kerala is ¥868, the highest among all States.
IRA T 3Ngd ¢ Torgt 2868 €, S It Il H e 31 B

e The State ranks second in the Human Development Index (HDI).

o0 A4 fPTT qES P (HDI) H R RIH R B
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e HDI includes health, education, and standard of living.
TTSIems # warea, e 3R sfas @R =i 7

e Keralarecorded an Infant Mortality Rate of 4.4, the lowest in India.
xR H R g R 4.4 5 B T, O YR H T HH |

e The national average was 35.2, nearly eight times higher.
ST SIRAd 35.2 YT, Sl SRTHAT 3113 AT 3119 3 |

o Kerala also recorded the lowest Maternal Mortality Ratio.
Id o AT o SrguTd o Tl s g

o About 93% of women have access to hygienic menstrual protection.
T 93% Tfgensi &) T wifie el JRa&m Suasy 71

e Only about 78% of children have received full basic vaccinations.
TATHIT 78% ) B! gUi CIapIahRuT fAal B |

o Keralaranks 12th out of 29 States in vaccination coverage.
ABIHROTH Bl 29 ISl F 120 R W G|

e ANER measures school-age children enrolled in primary or secondary education.
TUAS R 3 S &I AT § S wrdfires ar areafie Rign & 9mifed €|

e Kerala’s Gross Enrolment Ratio (GER) is higher than India’s 57.6% average.
IR B b d AHID SJUTd (GER) HRd & 57.6% 3NEd I 31 5|

e Itis among the top three States in GER.
g% GER ¥ =i i1 vl & 2 B

e Keralaranks first in Gender Parity Index (GPI) with a ratio of 1.44.
IR AR UG FaBTP (GPI) T 1.44 & JUTd & Y UYH H R B

eGPl measures the ratio of female to male enrolment.
idfans afger 3R oW Arie= ST & "udr |

e Keralaranks second in rural internet teledensity.
IR ITHIU §evAe eftea H R ®H W B

e However, Kerala lags in environmental indicators.

BT, R yataRur gae! # 9 |
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08A | Energy from space

‘Earthset’ boulevard

The other side: An ‘earthset’, where
earth dips beyond the lunar horizon,
as seen from the Orion spacecraft of
the Artemis Il lunar flyby mission on
Monday. The four astronauts on
NASA'’s flyby mission on Monday
marked the furthest humans have
been from the planet.

. S5 — e
The other side: An ‘earthset’, where earth dips bey: e lunar horizon, as seen from the pacecraft of the Artemis Il lunar flyby
mission on Monday. The four astronauts on NASA's flyby mission on Monday marked the furthest humans have been from the planet. AFp
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Fast breeder nuclear reactor at Kalpakkam takes ‘critical’ leap forward
s u:saT

acob Koshy
NEW DELHI

Marking a significant step
forward in India’s nuclear
power programme, Prime
Minister Narendra Modi,
via a post on social media
platform X late on Monday
said that the prototype fast
breeder reactor (PFBR) at
Kalpakkam, Chennai, had
achieved “criticality”. This
means that the nuclear
reaction in the reactor had
become safely self-sustain-
ing, and was on its way to
being able to produce
electricity.

“Today India takes a de-
fining step in its civil nu-
clear journey advancing
the second stage of its nu-
clear programme...the
PFBR at Kalpakkam has at-
tained criticality...it is a de-
cisive step towards har-
nessing our vast thorium
reserves,”  Mr. Modi
posted.

While it will be some
months before the PFBR is
powered up to its full ca-
pacity, and even longer be-
fore it produces useful
electricity, multiple experi-
ments have to be conduct-
ed at low power to check if
it’s running as expected,
which must be evaluated
by the Atomic Energy Reg-
ulatory Board before it
grants a go-ahead for com-
mercial power operation,
this the beginning of the
second stage of India’s nu-
clear programme.

Since it was first formal-
ly approved as a project by
the government in 2003,
the PFBR at Kalpakkam
has taken over two de-
cades to reach this stage.

PFBR as a bridge

India’s nuclear reactors are
heavily dependent on im-
ported uranium. The coun-

1950s, envisages being able
to be independent of im-
ported uranium, creating
its own stockpile of suita-
ble uranium, and eventual-
ly harnessing thorium, of
which it has vast stores.
The PFBR development
serves as an essential

bridge.
“This is a historic mo-
ment,” Anil Kakodkar,

Member, Atomic Energy
Commission and former
head of the Department of
Atomic Energy, told The
Hindu, adding, “What this
means is that we are now
on our way to extract 80-
100 times more energy
from a given quantity of
uranium.”

The PFBR is a 500 MW
sodium-cooled, pool-type
fast breeder reactor de-
signed by the Indira Gand-
hi Centre for Atomic Re-
search and built by

ikiya Vidy-

try’s  th ag pro-
gramme, conceived in the

ut Nigam Limited, both op-

Prime Minister Narendra Modi witnesses initiation of core loading of
indigenous prototype fast breeder reactor at Kalpakkam. pTi

erating under the Depart-
ment of Atomic Energy.

Uranium powerhouse

India’s pressurised heavy
water reactors (PHWR)
burn up uranium to pro-
duce electricity and small
quantities of plutonium.
However, less than 1% of
the energy from this urani-
um (that can be used as
heat and make electricity)

is extracted from these
reactors. The ‘depleted’
uranium in India isn’t con-
sidered ‘waste’ but is re-
processed and stored. It,
however, cannot be used
back in the existing
PHWRs.

“The PFBR reactor is de-
signed to use the ‘spent’
uranium from the PHWR
as well as produce more
plutonium. We are no lon-

ger using fresh, mined ura-
nium here. As a thumb
rule, this means that the 1%
energy extracted can go up
to nearly 10% for a single
cycle and for every addi-
tional cycle 10% more. The
efficiency of the uranium
that is mined goes up sub-
stantially, Ravi Grover,
Member, Atomic Energy
Commission, told The Hin-

u.

“The burn-up or the
energy extracted goes
from about 8,000 units (in
a PHWR) to nearly
100,000 units,” Mr. Grover
said.

‘Two more reactors

India’s current plan, Mr.
Grover said, was to con-
struct two more PFBR at
Kalpakkam, though this
would only be following a
proper assessment of the
performance of the PFBR
for a year. In the current
scheme of things, the PFBR

will produce only “margi-
nally more” plutonium.

“Our current priority is
to use the uranium that we
have far more efficiently.
There is a reprocessing
plant to come up on site at
Kalpakkam which will use
the processed spent fuel
from the PFBR and for the
two future PFBR. The
PFBR will use depleted
uranium (from the Pressur-
ised Heavy Water Reactors
or PHWRs).

In the future, we will use
thorium, but that is still a
long time away, and what
kind of reactors we will use
for that, we need more
work and have to wait and
watch,” he said, adding,
“These reactors are self-
sustaining but as and when
we need more plutonium
in the future, the design
has to be optimised to ex-
tract more plutonium.”

Currently, India has a
fleet of 18-20 PHWRs that

use natural uranium as fuel
and produce plutoni-
um-239 (Pu-239) as a by-
product in spent fuel. In-
dia’s full fleet of 23 nuclear
reactors have a combined
capacity of 7.48 GW. India
hopes to have 100 GW by
2047 and this is premised
on a larger fleet of Bharat
Small Modular Reactors
(which are scaled down
PHWR) that are in the
pipeline.

A significant technologi-
cal challenge that has led
to delays in the PFBR is the
use of liquid sodium as a
coolant to manage the ex-
tremely high heat from fis-
sioning uranium atoms in
the PFBR. In India’s cur-
rent reactors, the heat is
largely absorbed by ‘heavy
water’, or in some cases,
ordinary water. Once fully
operational, the PFBR is
expected to generate 500
MW of electricity, with a
design life of 40 years.

08A. Fast breeder nuclear reactor at Kalpakkam takes ‘critical’ leap forward
FAUGHH T BIRE dsT URHTY

ez 3 fpfera

TR U

I @t

e Prototype fast breeder reactor (PFBR) at Kalpakkam, Chennai, had achieved “criticality”.

YR &

A

Sl HRichH H Th He@yul Tifd $I G §U, TLTHAT AR WG 4 9HaR &)

I e HifSar e H X IR H8l fob A98 & Fauddd Ud Teiesy BRe e Rudex
(PFBR) 7 “fpfempferdt o & ot 31

e This means that the nuclear reaction in the reactor had become safely self-sustaining,

and was on its way to being able to produce electricity.
m&rﬁf%ﬁsﬁwﬁwgmgwawﬁ AR 81 718 § S8R 31a g foroelt

IdTeH & feun H o §¢

e “Today India takes a defining step in its civil nuclear journey advancing the second stage of

its nuclear programme...the PFBR at Kalpakkam has attained criticality...

step towards harnessing our vast thorium reserves,” Mr. Modi posted.

“3TSl HRT =

it is a decisive

3o RIS IRy SR Y AT A U Ruliae Hen Iam 2, R 1% g

TR 1 3T TG ST 8T 5. HAUGHH HT PFBR fhfewferd! v o% g1 §...98 goR fazma
N HER F SUAN $ 2 7 1o Hea@qyl Fen 8, 6 T A Fal
e While it will be some months before the PFBR is powered up to its full capacity, and even
longer before it produces useful electricity, multiple experiments have to be conducted at low
power to check if it's running as expected, which must be evaluated by the Atomic Energy
Regulatory Board before it grants a go-ahead for commercial power operation, this the
beginning of the second stage of India’s nuclear programme.
BT PFBR &1 30 U3} &HdT dh UgeH & $© Ao i) 3R Iuant faerelt Icme & 3
1t 31feres T T, difohT 8 Xfad WR B8 YA & 8111, fIeT Jedic URuTY] SHett
o 91 gR1 o5 Se, 39 S1G, 8 anvifoad Sare &1 eafd fiertt, a8 YRd &
TRATY] HTIHH & GER TR BI I & |
e Since it was first formally approved as a project by the government in 2003, the PFBR at
Kalpakkam has taken over two decades to reach this stage.

9 34 2003 T RHR gRI URASHT o &4 & Wigpld fieh, 79 W Headhd BT PFBR 39 TR

T UgT | &) o= e THT A BT B
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PFBR as a bridge ]
PFBRU® dq & ©U |

India’s nuclear reactors are heavily dependent on imported uranium.

YR & TRHTY] RUGeR Smfad gfaH R HAfds FRWR §1

The country’s three-stage programme, conceived in the 1950s, envisages being able to
be independent of imported uranium, creating its own stockpile of suitable uranium,
and eventually harnessing thorium, of which it has vast stores.

- BT IH-TRUNG HRAHH, forgen! aREAT 1950 & SRIH | @1 T3 Y, mnfad aw ¥ Wdd
B, STAT HSR T 3R Sicch: ARG BT ITANT FH3A B1 Ao §1 ¢ |

The PFBR development serves as an essential bridge.

PFBR &1 fd®™ Ue Agaquf g &1 &1 el g

What this means is that we are now on our way to extract 80-100 times more energy from a
given quantity of uranium.

Ug T eI &0 8, I PrPHISHR, THIY il 3TN S G 3 Pel, “3ud1 3 3 b
3fd BH 9T o1 T Ff3d A ¥ 80-100 AT S et Ui & & o= H g1

The PFBR is a 500 MW sodium-cooled, pool-type fast breeder reactor designed by the
Indira Gandhi Centre for Atomic Research and built by Bharatiya Nabhikiya Vidyut
Nigam Limited, both operating under the Department of Atomic Energy.

PFBR Td 500 BRTIATE &HdT aTel Aifegd-=fifad, Ja-UsR &1 RugeR &, ot gfemT wieht vy
ST g 7SS fhan ok UReditg ARty fagya fam fafirs 3 s g |

Uranium powerhouse

gfaw St &g

India’s pressurised heavy water reactors (PHWR) burn up uranium to produce
electricity and small quantities of plutonium.

HYRA & PHWR 00 &1 IUGNT b faoralt 3R AS A & WeifAad 30 Hd ¢ |
However, less than 1% of the energy from this uranium is extracted from these reactors.
BT 39 AT Y Had 1% ¥ Ht HH FHoil Hbre st 2|

The ‘depleted’ uranium in India isn’t considered ‘waste’ but is reprocessed and stored.
YR o &ftor R0 &) daRT T8t W1 STTa fews : ST faa e g

It, however, cannot be used back in the existing PHWRs.

BIife 3 HiSET PHWR & IUART 181 far S gawa|

“The PFBR reactor is designed to use the ‘spent’ uranium from the PHWR as well as produce
more plutonium.

PFBR RUGER 1 PHWR ¥ UTtd SUART fhT 71T RATH BT IUAT &= 3R 31 wei-ad
T & for fEome fasar ma g

We are no longer using fresh, mined uranium here.

B Ig1 141 G- fohan T RIH IUanT el R 3B ¢ |

As a thumb rule, this means that the 1% energy extracted can go up to nearly 10% for a
single cycle and for every additional cycle 10% more.

DT 31 § T 1% SoIt U b H ATHIT 10% AP §¢ Tabel! 5|

The efficiency of the uranium that is mined goes up substantially, Ravi Grover said.

T T 710 aw Bt gerd § B! i gl €, I drar I el

“The burn-up or the energy extracted goes from about 8,000 units to nearly 100,000 units,”
Mr. Grover said.

il YT ST 8,000 FE J TGHR ATHIT 100,000 FfAE b UE STl & |

Two more reactors

3l 3k R
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e India’s current plan was to construct two more PFBR at Kalpakkam.
YR B AT AT HAUHHH B &1 R PFBR S &1 5|

e Currently, India has a fleet of 23 nuclear reactors with a combined capacity of 7.48 GW.
AT B YR & U 23 IRHTY] NuaeR ¢ fSFe $a emrn 7.48 hmare 81

e India hopes to have 100 GW by 2047.
YRd 2047 T 100 TIETE &HIT Ut = BT TR Rl |

e A significant technological challenge is the use of liquid sodium as a coolant.
TP U b1t Al avd ST &1 ST 7 |

e Once fully operational, the PFBR is expected to generate 500 MW of electricity, with a design
life of 40 years.

3 ORE I 8 WR PFBR ¥ 500 TRTTETE fastelt I gRft 3iR e fewg T 3img 40 af gt

Energy from space

Q: What is space-based
solar power?
A: The Shimizu

Corporation in Japan

has proposed a belt of

power plants sitting

along the moon’s
equator, which is 11,000 km long, called
the “Lunar Ring”. According to the
company’s plans, robots can build this
mega-structure from lunar soil. The
facilities will collect solar energy from
the sun and beam it to the earth as
microwaves.

If space-based solar power sounds
like science fiction, it is exactly that.
The concept involves launching large
arrays of satellites to collect sunlight
24/7, and beaming the energy to the
earth as microwave radiation. The
corporation’s plans are slightly different
— they involve facilities on the lunar
surface rather than in earth orbit — but
otherwise involve the same physics.

Unfortunately for supporters of the
idea, there are daunting hurdles.

The cost of space-based solar is
staggering. Even if rocket launch prices
drop significantly, engineers must still
transport thousands of tonnes of
hardware into orbit (or the moon).
Building a single functional power plant
is an unprecedented logistical feat.
Once operational, the system must
beam power through the atmosphere, a
process that will lose significant energy
as heat.

In orbit, a single collision with space
debris could cripple a billion-dollar
array, turning it into junk. Maintenance

A conceptual illustration of a satellite collecting
solar energy in earth orbit and beaming it down
as microwaves. NASA

will also be extremely expensive on the
moon.

Terrestrial solar and battery storage
are also getting cheaper and more
efficient every year, making it hard to
justify a complex and risky orbital or
lunar facility. For now, space-based solar
remains an idea trapped in poor
economics.

For feedback and suggestions
for ‘Science’, please write to
science@thehindu.co.in with the
subject ‘Daily page’

08A. Energy from space

What is space-based solar power?

- 3muTRd IR el &1 82

e The Shimizu Corporation in Japan
has proposed a belt of power plants sitting
along the moon’s equator, which is 11,000 km
long, called the “Lunar Ring”.

ITR: AU B! AR HIIRRE A d57 &
fayad a1 o 91y R 11,000 fobedt @t fooren
AT B T YRIAT HT UaTd for §, oy« R
for srIea g

e According to the company’s plans,
robots can build this mega-structure from lunar
soil.

S B ST o AR, Jdlc 39 fa=ire W1
oI d5d B g 51 I 7

e The facilities will collect solar energy
from the sun and beam it to the earth as
microwaves.

T gyt TF ¥ R ol Uhd St 3R I
UTEHIAd & &0 H Gl g Ao

o If space-based solar power sounds

like science fiction, it is exactly that.

Ife W-STUTRE HR Sl [0 BT ol el
&, 1 98 aad d oWl g1 3

e The concept involves launching large
arrays of satellites to collect sunlight 24/7, and
beaming the energy to the earth as microwave
radiation.

Y FYURUNH 53 TAM TR IUTE! & YA ST A 8 S 24/7 I UHT Teha HRd ¢ 3R

Sl B Hgeh1ad fafdhRuT & =0 H gedt dd Hold ¢ |

e The corporation’s plans are slightly different — they involve facilities on the lunar surface
rather than in earth orbit — but otherwise involve the same physics.

HU BT IS AIST ST & — STH T BT Bl & Il dGHT Bt Fas R G it § —
Afp 3uH I81 4iifde Rigid arL8d 5

e Unfortunately for supporters of the idea, there are dauntin

guiae 39 faR & Gl & g ¢ agt gl dieg

hurdles.
|

1%

e The cost of space-based solar is staggering.

TWH-3MYTRT TR FHell B AT b gl
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e In orbit, a single collision with space debris could cripple a billion-dollar array, turning it into
junk.
HeM H, e Taa I Ue caa o 3Rl IR B YOI HI I8 I bl |

e Terrestrial solar and battery storage are also getting cheaper and more efficient every year,
making it hard to justify a complex and risky orbital or lunar facility.
e HR FHelt 3R det HeRU &R I1d I sﬁ?mwa%w@%‘,ﬁm@raﬁasﬁ?
ShfRwguf sidfer ar <igHT eTRd oMl &) IfId =TT o 8 Sl B |

e For now, space-based solar remains an idea trapped in poor economics.

%mg%m,m-mmvﬁ?wﬁwﬁ@mwa:ﬁgﬁeﬁmm%wﬁmﬁw
|
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On India’s updated climate pledges

YRA B 3T TAar] Ufddgarei

A member of Saudi Arabia's state-run Saudi Falcons Club holds
saker falcons before their release into the wild as part of a
population restoration programme together with Kazakh
partners, at Altyn-Emel National Park, Kazakhstan on March 29.

Falcons (Family: Falconidae)
e Falcons are birds of prey belonging to the Family Falconidae
and Genus Falco.
e They are among the most efficient aerial predators, known for
high-speed flight, sharp vision, and ecological importance.
e Found across all continents except Antarctica, falcons play a
crucial role in maintaining ecosystem balance.
e They possess a distinctive tomial tooth (notch in beak) used to
kill prey.
¢ They have exceptional eyesight and can detect prey from long distances.
e Unlike eagles, falcons kill prey using beak instead of talons.
Habitat and Distribution
e Falcons occupy diverse ecosystems such as mountains, cliffs, grasslands, deserts, coastal
areas, and urban cities.
¢ In India, they are found in the Himalayan region, Gangetic plains, Western Ghats, and coastal
belts.
e Urban adaptation is observed in cities like Delhi, Mumbai, and Bengaluru.
Ecological Role
e Falcons act as apex aerial predators.
e They regulate populations of small birds, rodents, and insects.
e They serve as bio-indicators of environmental health.
e They help maintain food chain stability and biodiversity balance.
Adaptations for Survival
e Falcons use high-speed stoop (dive) for hunting.
e Their streamlined body reduces air resistance.
e They have strong chest muscles for sustained flight.
e Their keen binocular vision helps in precise targeting.
Fastest Animal on Earth
e The Peregrine Falcon is the fastest animal on Earth.
e It can reach speeds of 300-389 km/h during hunting dives.
Conservation Status (Important for Exams)
e Peregrine Falcon (Falco peregrinus) has IUCN status Least Concern (LC).
e ltis listed under CITES Appendix .
e |tis protected under Wildlife Protection Act, 1972 Schedule IV.
e Laggar Falcon (Falco jugger) has IUCN status Near Threatened (NT).
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e |tis listed under CITES Appendix I.
e ltis protected under Wildlife Protection Act, 1972 Schedule IV.
Major Threats
e Falcons face threats from habitat loss due to urbanization and deforestation.
e Use of pesticides like DDT caused eggshell thinning.
¢ lllegal hunting and trapping for falconry trade is a concern.
Electrocution from power lines also affects populations.
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On India’s updated climate pledges

India’s announcement of its revised Nationally Determined Contributions (NDCs) to the Paris Agreement prompts scrutiny of its existing climate mitigation

actions and the need to factor in the country’s developmental costs alongside those of meeting its climate commitments

FULL CONTEXT

T. Jayaraman

ndia’s announcement of its revised
Nationally Determined
Contributions (NDCs) to the Paris
Agreement — the term applied to
the mitigation and other climate action
targets that countries voluntarily commit
to under the agreement — represents a
considered step forward when India’s
energy and development policies are
encountering serious headwinds. It is
clear that the government has opted for
continuity and incremental advance with
respect to India’s earlier NDCs. It is also
clearly confident that its commitments
will nevertheless be more than adequate
in relation to its equitable share of global
climate action, in keeping with climate
justice and within its expected
commitments as a developing nation.

Three climate goals

As the press communique after the
Cabinet approval of the updated NDCs
noted, there are three specific
enhancements that have been committed.
The first is an increase in the reduction of
emissions intensity of its GDP, from 45%
below 2005 levels by 2030 to 47% below
2005 levels by 2035. The second is
ensuring that 60% of installed capacity
for power generation is from non-fossil
fuel sources, while the third is the
enhancement of forest and tree cover
carbon sinks to 3.5 - 4 billion tonnes of
carbon dioxide equivalent above 2005
levels.

India’s climate policies are best
understood in the context of its structural
constraints as a lower middle income
developing country, that determine its
available choices for climate action. Over
the last three decades, these constraints
have not substantially changed, which is
also why India continues to insist on the
relevance of the United Nations
Framework Convention on Climate
Change (UNFCCC). But apart from these,
given the structure of the Paris
Agreement that requires renewed and
enhanced commitments to climate
mitigation every five years, short-term
considerations have also begun to have a
considerable weight in the formulation of
the NDCs. The rapid deterioration of the
global environment for climate action
over the last year has undoubtedly
brought this issue to the fore.

Enthusiasm for climate action
Structural constraints have not, however,
dampened enthusiasm for climate action
in India, both at the level of the Centre
and the State governments. There is a
considerable range of activities designed
to set India on the path to low-carbon
development, drawing significant public
and private sector efforts and resources,
including electric vehicles, enhancement
of energy efficiency, promotion and
deployment of non-fossil fuel sources of
electricity generation, new technologies
such as green hydrogen and more
recently, the active promotion of carbon
capture and storage efforts.

But given India’s developmental levels
today, it is clearly premature for India to
convert all such efforts into the
significantly more onerous and
accountable commitments that are the
NDCs, the progress towards which is to be
reported every two years in the Biennial
Transparency Report (BTR) to the
UNFCCC.

A section of global and domestic public
opinion has raised the issue of the

Adrone view of solar panels and the NTPC (National Thermal Power Corporation) power plant in Solapur, Maharashtra. REUTERS

adequacy of India’s NDCs relative to a
global temperature goal of 1.5 degree
warming above pre-industrial levels (the
more ambitious part of the Paris
Agreement’s goals). Some have
downplayed the new targets, one
commentator going so far as to call it “a
walk in the park”. Others call for
increased generation from renewables as
the metric and not installed capacity.
Even some sections of opinion that have
welcomed the NDCs, appear nevertheless
to be uncertain on whether these new
commitments are genuinely the best that
India can make at this time.

The cost of going green

All the above variants of the “India can
(must) do more argument” ignore some
critical realities that contextualise India’s
climate actions. Given that India’s natural
energy source is overwhelmingly coal, it
is inaccurate to view improvements in
emissions efficiency of GDP and the
corresponding bending of its emissions
trajectory as a “natural” corollary of
India’s growth story. Priority to electricity
from renewable sources comes with
significant costs, including backing down
readily available and often cheaper or
comparably priced coal-based thermal
power, further tilting a playing field that
privileges renewable energy to sustain
our climate commitments.

Renewable energy (RE) projects
including utility scale battery storage have
begun to make their appearance in India’s
power sector. But the corresponding
scaling up of India’s battery storage
capacity, required for ensuring the
stability of generation even from the
proposed 2030 RE targets will run into a
few trillion rupees at least. Part of such
expansion would have to be funded by
the government, deploying resources that
would have been utilised in other sectors.
At the very least, the deployment of such
large-scale battery systems is not
immediately feasible. The most globally

widespread option of energy storage in
reverse pumped hydropower systems,
has very limited scope in India at present.
Additionally, environmental concerns,
and water needs for competing uses such
as irrigation, as well as the regulatory
challenges faced by all large hydro
projects are likely to preclude any rapid
expansion.

Optimistic RE projections, not only in
India but even globally, have run into the
lack of transmission capacity and the
challenges of grid balancing, with the
associated costs often omitted when
referring to the cost-effectiveness of RE
power.

Since, for India, coal is the mainstay of
power generation when solar and wind
cease, unlike the large-scale gas and
hydro available elsewhere, the full
utilisation of the available RE capacity will
inevitably have to be “curtailed”, while
adding to the operation and maintenance
costs for thermal power operated in this
cyclical fashion. These add further to the
true cost that India bears for the pursuit
ofits climate commitments.

Improving energy efficiency in other
sectors is also being pursued vigorously,
including the introduction of mandatory
emissions intensity targets in key
industries. The early ramp up of electric
vehicles, while the jump from BSIV to
BSVI vehicle emissions dards was just

estimated in a reliable manner.

Accounting for India’s developmental
future

At a more over-arching level, India’s
mitigation challenge cannot be based on a
simple extrapolation of the current
structural features and trends of its
economy.

India’s developmental future needs
room for further large-scale growth in
manufacturing and industry, expansion in
the provision of goods and services to its
population at adequate levels beyond the
minimum, and an urban transition that
has only just begun. In this context, the
“India can do more” arguments that rely
on such extrapolation of economic trends
and the persistence of current structural
features, miss the urgent need to hedge
India’s developmental future.

India cannot commit its NDCs to
preserving the Paris Agreement goal of
limiting global temperature increase to 1.5
degrees above pre-industrial levels, when
the goal is rapidly slipping out of reach.
This a trend that India cannot reverse,
given that its per capita emissions are a
third of the global average. Even
otherwise, under the voluntary emissions
reduction NDCs of the Paris Agreement,
the benefits of India’s reduction in
emissions below any business-as-usual
baseline, are distributed primarily to the

coming into place, was another leap-frog
moment, whose cost to the economy
must not be underestimated. Since the
26th Conference of Parties of the United
Nations Framework on Climate Change at
Glasgow, every Central government
budget has seen a range of initiatives and
resource commitment across various
aspects of climate mitigation. Indeed, a
major knowledge gap today is that while
future costs of increased mitigation action
are routinely calculated, the cost burden
attached to India’s mitigation initiatives
undertaken so far, in the absence of any
significant climate finance, have yet to be

08A. On India’s updated climate pledges
YRA B 3 Taar] Ufddsarsi

big emitters globally, due to their
inadequate efforts, and proportionately
less to India, especially when the largest
historical emitter has walked out of all
climate treaties and seeks to dismantle
climate action both at home and abroad
India’s climate commitments have to
be strategic and circumspect, while its
NDCs are formulated in informed
self-awareness of its, to use the language
of the Paris Agreement, “national
circumstances.”
(T. Jayaraman is with the National Institute
of Advanced Studies, Bengaluru. Views
expressed are personal.)

THE GIST

v

India’s climate policies are best
understood in the context of its
structural constraints as a
lower middle-income
developing country, which
shape its choices for climate
action.

v

The country has implemented
several decarbonisation
initiatives, including electric
vehicles, deployment of
non-fossil fuel power sources,
and technologies such as green
hydrogen.

v

However, India needs room for
further large-scale growth in
manufacturing and industry,
which must be factored in
alongside the future costs of its
climate commitments.
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The first goal is increasing reduction in emissions intensity of GDP to 47% below 2005
levels by 2035.

Ul A& SHSIYT Ft Isel= dtear &1 2005 TR & 2035 6 47% FH BT |

The second goal is ensuring 60% power capacity from non-fossil fuels.

TIRT A& 60% farerelt &ryam o) IR-Sharzw o=t | g s g

The third goal is enhancing carbon sinks through forests and tree cover to 3.5—4 billion
tonnes CO, equivalent.

TR 6T g SR & ATARVT & HTeaH A FraT R Pl 3.5-4 3R e CO, THSBE dh
CHEI

Efforts include electric vehicles, energy efficiency, and renewable energy expansion.
T § Safaed a18H, SHoit g&rar SR ARt St favar 2id 5

India is also promoting green hydrogen and carbon capture technologies.

HRd Bi¥d gTgSIoH 3R BT =R dd-te! o 1 9gar S 13|

Some critics question the adequacy of India’s NDCs for the 1.5°C global target.

FS ATAEH 1.5°C AP qeT P Yeu! T YR & NDCs B Uaitdl R Fard Io1d 7
Scaling battery storage will cost trillions of rupees.

et HERUI d6 § 1@l RIS U W giil|

Pumped hydropower storage has limited scope in India.

YIS BI5S! WIvSl &1 YR H Hfid FHa-m |1

Regulatory challenges also slow hydropower projects.

e ST grget uNare s &I fiar axdt g 1

The transition from BS-1V to BS-VI standards was costly.
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