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Land rights movement: Indigenous protesters march during 
the ‗AcampamentoTerra Livre‘ or Free Land Encampment, 
Brazil‘s largest annual Indigenous mobilisation that focuses on 
land rights and environmental protection in Brasilia, Brazil, on 
Tuesday. 

 

 

 

 

08A. Palak and Mukesh win gold with a World record 

      और               र                     

 India‘s Palak and Mukesh Nelavalli shattered the World 
record on the way to winning the 10m air pistol mixed team gold 
at the ISSF rifle and pistol World Cup at Granada (Spain) on 

Tuesday. 

              और                                    (   )    

       ISSF र     और                10    र एयर      

                            र               

 The Indian duo aggregated 487.7 to clinch the top spot, 
which is also a junior World record. 

                487.7                               ,       

    यर      र            

 While Palak had 243.0 in the final, Mukesh scored 244.7. 

                       243.0         ,               244.7           

     

 China‟s Qianxun Yao and Kai Hu bagged the silver with 
484.8 while Hungary‟s Veronika Major and Akos Karoly Nagy 
(414..9) won bronze. 

          य      य   और          484.8              र    द      ,         र     

  र         र और        र         (414..9)          द              

 

GS Paper 1: Geography 08 April  2026 

TOPICS COVERED      

08A Renewed violence in Manipur leaves 4 dead 

      र      र         , 4              

08A A civilisation will die in Iran if deal not accepted, says Trump on „deadline‟ day 

 य द            र             र      ए               ए  , „       ‟     द  

         य   
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08A. Renewed violence in Manipur leaves 4 dead 

      र      र         , 4              

 Four people, two of them minors, were killed in renewed violence in Manipur‘s Imphal 
Valley on Tuesday. 

                      ई,                       ,                                            ई 

          

 Officials in Bishnupur district said two children — a five-year-old boy and a six-month-old 
girl — were killed and their mother injured when suspected extremists hurled a bomb at 
their house in Moirang Tronglaobi. 

       र                                       —                     औ     छ           

    —         औ                    ई               दय       oirang Tronglaobi         

               

 The Meitei-inhabited area is close to the hills of Kuki-Zo-dominated Churachandpur 
district. 

             द               -         र    द  र                                 

 Manipur Home Minister Konthoujam Govindas said five were injured (in firing by the 
security forces), and two of them died later. 

                                द                        र                             ,       

                        ई  

 The Bishnupur district administration imposed restrictions on the movement of people, 
while the State government suspended mobile Internet services across five Imphal Valley 
districts for three days. 
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       र                                                 ,                              

                                         र        ए                  

 Chief Minister Yumnam Khemchand Singh said that the government had decided to hand 
over the case to the National Investigation Agency (NIA). 

         य           द                                     र    य      ए     (NIA)           

                  

 ―The act appears to be the handiwork of individuals or groups with vested interests in 
disturbing the prevailing peace in the State,‖ he said. 

           , ―                                                                               

                      ‖ 

 

08A. A civilisation will die in Iran if deal not accepted, says Trump on 
„deadline‟ day 

 य द            र             र      ए               ए  , „       ‟     द  

         य   

 U.S. President Donald Trump on Tuesday threatened that ―a whole civilisation will die‖ if 
Iran does not accept his deal and reopen the Strait of Hormuz before his 8 p.m. Eastern 
Time (6.30 a.m. on Wednesday in India) deadline. 

     र   र                                              ―                        ‖      र   

                               औ  8               (                    6:30    )    

                                                     

 Tehran, in turn, issued a warning that its response would deprive the U.S. and its allies of oil 
and gas for years. 



                      
 

  

P
ag

e5
 

    र                                             र   औ                               और 

                      

 U.S. Vice-President J.D. Vance, who is in Hungary, said his country has ―tools in our toolkit 
that we so far haven‘t decided to use‖ against Iran, without elaborating further. 

     र     र         .  .    ,       र       ,                               ―     ‖         

        र                                                  

 The White House later said Mr. Vance did not mean use of nuclear weapons. 

                                            र        य र                        

 If the U.S. ―crosses red lines, Iran‘s response will extend beyond the region‖, the Iran‟s 
Revolutionary Guards (IRGC) said in a statement on Tuesday. 

         र   ―    र     ‖               ,    ई                                    ,‖  र      

 र      र         (IRGC)                               

 The statements from both sides came as Tehran reported the U.S. and Israel had already 
begun attacking key infrastructure. 

                                        र                   र   औ    र                य द  

                             

 Israeli Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu said bridges and railways that ―were used by 
the Revolutionary Guards‖ were targeted. 

   र                                               औ                               

― र      र                                ‖ 

 Iran‟s Mehr news agency reported that U.S. and Israel carried out strikes on Kharg Island 
in the Persian Gulf, which is a key export terminal for Iran‟s oil and gas. 

  र         र      र ए                     र   औ    र         र                      

               ,     र          और                               

 The U.S. has sent a ceasefire proposal to Iran through Pakistan. 

     र                          र      य    र                 

 Iran‟s Foreign Ministry has said the U.S. proposal was not acceptable. 

  र        द        य               र                        

 Mr. Trump has said Iran responded to his proposal but it was ―not good enough‖. 

                    र                            ,          ―              ‖     

 IRGC says the Strait of Hormuz would never return to its previous status. 

 IRGC                                                                       

 ― A whole civilization will die tonight, never to be brought back again. I don‘t want that to 
happen, but it probably will,‖ Mr. Trump said in a social media post. 

 ―                               ,                                                        

      ,                    ,‖                        य              

GS Paper II: Polity 08 April  2026 

TOPICS COVERED      

08A Supreme Court begins review of 2018 ruling on Sabarimala shrine 

                 र         दर  र 2018                          

08A Strict definitions will suppress diversity in Hinduism, Centre tells SC in 
Sabarimala case 

    र   र    ए     द                    द   द   ,          र                          

       

08A Women cannot be seen as „untouchables‟ for three days a month, says SC judge 

                          द  „ छ  ‟                  ,                 य        

 य   

08A „Opposition failed to provide proof of charges against CEC‟ 

 „     CEC           र             द            र  ‟ 

08A Centre‟s plan for women‟s reservation follows UPA blueprint for OBC quota 
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             र        ए        य     UPA    OBC                       र  

 र      

08A Limits of neutrality in addressing caste 

                                              ए  
 

08A. Supreme Court begins review of 2018 ruling on Sabarimala shrine 

                 र         दर  र 2018                          

 Justice B.V. Nagarathna, part of the Supreme Court Constitution Bench hearing a 
reference spurred by a 2018 judgment upholding the right of women of menstruating age 
to enter the Sabarimala shrine in Kerala, said on Tuesday that social ills cannot be 
branded and passed off as ‗essential religious practices‘. 

   य        .  .    र  ,                                        , 2018                     

              ई                            य                     र      र       र      

   दर                          ई   ,                                    र  य      ‗     

            ‘                                  

 The Union government said the legislature, not courts, drives reform in religion, if need be. 

      र  र                                     य          ,        य  य,          

           

 ―If social evils are given a religious colour, then the courts can intervene to distinguish 
[between] the two,‖ Justice Nagarathna said. 

   य         र         , ―              र  य             र               ,                    

                                      ‖ 

 Solicitor-General Tushar Mehta said the Preamble to the Constitution champions liberty 
of thought, expression, belief, faith, and worship. 
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        र   र      र                                       र,       ,      ,     

और                                  

 The exchange marked the first day of hearing of a reference to evolve a ‗judicial policy‘ for 
constitutional courts while dealing with questions of right to religious freedom enshrined in 
Article 25 and a denomination‘s privilege to manage its own religious affairs under Article 
26 of the Constitution. 

                           ई          द                                                    

   ‗   य      ‘               ,            द 25                                र औ  

     द 26                                                                                  

           

 ―How can the courts then examine the essentiality of religious practices of a denomination 
which does not otherwise offend public order, morality, and health?‖ Mr. Mehta asked. 

                 , ―                                                                   

               ,                      ,         और                       ?‖ 

 The focal point of the reference is how far the courts can use their plenary powers to 
judicially review religious practices considered ―essential or core‖ in the name of 
ushering in social reform. 

                                                   र                ―     य     ‖      

                             य                                 य                     

         

 The Centre argued whether the judges had the expertise to decide if a ritual or a manner of 
devotion was merely superstition or an essential religious practice. 

                                                                       ई                  

                                           

 ―The essentiality of a religious practice may not fall within the domain of judicial review‖, 

Mr. Mehta said. 

                , ―                                        य                         

    ‖ 

 ―Judges are not experts in science. Yet, courts are empowered by the Evidence Act to 
examine the opinions of scientific experts and become an expert of experts,‖ Justice 
Joymalya Bagchi observed. 

   य        य                , ―                                 ,                        

     य                                            औ                                         

       ‖ 

 Justice M.M. Sundresh intervened to note that ―the difference here is science is based on 
logic and religion is based on belief‖. 

   य      ए .ए .    दर                          ―                              र     र     

औ           र     र     ‖ 
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08A.  Strict definitions will suppress diversity in Hinduism, Centre tells SC in 
Sabarimala case 

    र   र    ए     द                    द   द   ,          र                     

            

 The Union government has told the Supreme Court that a straitjacket definition of what 
constitutes a ―religious denomination‖ or which religious practices are ―essential‖ would 
―compress‖ the inherently plural nature of Hinduism expressed through diverse sects, 
groups, spiritual lineages, regional traditions, faith, practices, rituals, customs, and 
beliefs. 

   द र  र  र                            ―          द य‖    ―                 ‖       र 

  र                                   द           ―      ‖        ,             द य  ,       , 

        र  र   ,     य  र  र   ,    ,      ,         , र   - र      और               

         

 The Centre has made its position clear ahead of the maiden hearing of a series of writ and 
review petitions linked to the Sabarimala temple case scheduled to be heard by a nine-
judge Bench headed by Chief Justice of India Surya Kant from April 7. 

        7           र           य       य                      -  य                   

                 र         दर                र  और         र य                               

                       

 The nine-judge Bench would also look into the larger question of the extent to which courts 
could engage in core matters of faith. 

   -  य                                                                             

         

 The written submissions of the Union government, represented by Solicitor-General Tushar 
Mehta, countered the September 2018 judgment of the Supreme Court which had held that 
devotees who visit the Sabarimala temple in Kerala were not a separate religious 
denomination called ―Ayyappans‖ protected under Article 26 of the Constitution. 

        र   र      र                                          र 2018                  
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                   ,                       र       र         दर       ―    ‖      

                                    द 26                      

 The five-judge Bench had dismissed the notion that the prohibition of women aged between 
10 and 50 from entering the temple was an ―ancient custom‖ of the religious denomination 
amounting to an ―essential religious practice‖ protected under Article 25. 

     -  य                                            10    50                           

                        ―       र  र ‖   ,         द 25        ―               ‖     

 The 2018 judgment by a majority on the five-judge Bench concluded that there was ―no 
identified group called ‗Ayyappans‘‖. 

 2018                               ―    ‖          ई                          

 Every Hindu devotee could visit the Sabarimala temple. 

       द       र         दर             

 The majority verdict in the Sabarimala case had concluded that the exclusion of 
menstruating women from Sabarimala temple was akin to treating them as the children of a 
―lesser God‖. 

   र                                                                                       

    ―   र             ‖                        

 The Centre said the restrictive approach of the 2018 judgment invaded intra-religious 
diversity. 

               2018                                        र                              

 Matters of faith, belief, doctrine, practice, observance, symbolism and modes of 
spiritual life vary from community to community. 

    ,      ,       ,    ए ,     ,      और                 र                        

             

No written codes 

                 ए       

 Drawing inflexible rules to define religious denominations and establish essential religious 
practices would lead to confusing results especially in religions like Hinduism which are 
devoid of any mandatory written codes or canonical texts. 

    र   य                             औ  

                                   

               द                              

    ,         ई                      य  

      र               

 ―Denominations, sects and 
religions with no canonical texts, and which 

are open to change, would find it very difficult 
to establish any aspects of their beliefs, 
practices or culture to be essential,‖ the 
Centre submitted. 

 ―       द य  ,       और              ई 

                     औ                    

       ,                      ,          

                                       

             ,‖                   

08A. Women cannot be seen as 

„untouchables‟ for three days a 
month, says SC judge 

                          द  „ छ  ‟ 
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                 ,                 य         य   

 Women cannot be treated as ―untouchables‖ selectively for three days a month, the 
Supreme Court observed on Tuesday. 

                                           ― छ  ‖                  ,                             

          

 Justice B.V. Nagarathna‟s remarks came against the backdrop of submissions referring to 
the erstwhile prohibition on menstruating women, barring them from entry into the 
Sabarimala temple. 

   य        .  .    र                                        ई,                      

             र         दर                                          

 A 2018 judgment by the Supreme Court had lifted the prohibition on entry to the Kerala 
shrine by women in the years between menarche and menopause. 

               2018               र        दर           और र                                   

                              

 ―Speaking as a woman, I can say there cannot be untouchability practiced for three days 
every month, and no untouchability on the fourth day. 

 ―                          ,                                    छ                    औ  

                                

 Let us go by hard realities. 

                                       

 Speaking as a woman, Article 17 (abolition of untouchability) cannot apply for three days 
and on the fourth day there is no untouchability,‖ Justice Nagarathna said while addressing 
the Union government, represented by Solicitor-General Tushar Mehta. 

                  ,      द 17 ( छ               )                                औ       

               ,‖   य         र           र  र,                       र   र      र       

         ,                         

 The Centre expressed strong reservations against the 2018 Sabarimala judgment that 
compared the bar on women‘s entry into the temple to the practice of untouchability. 

      र  र    2018      र                                    ,                           

                         छ              ई     

 Mr. Mehta said the prohibition was not for three or four days, but was for an age group, 
adding that the prohibition was sui generis (unique) to the Sabarimala shrine. 

                                                          ,         य               , औ     

         र         दर              (     य)     

 Other Lord Ayyappa temples, globally, were accessible to women of all ages, he said. 

                                दर,           ,                                        

 ―There are denominational practices which we need to respect. 

 ―       द  य     ए                                

 Everything is not down to human dignity and autonomy… 

               र   और   य                    … 

 It is also about respecting the faith and tenets of a religion, not everything is about the 
taking away of dignity or bodily autonomy… ,‖ Mr. Mehta said. 

               और                                       ,                                

                        …,‖                  
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08A.  „Opposition failed to provide proof of 
charges against CEC‟ 

 „     CEC           र             द       

     र  ‟ 

 Rajya Sabha Chairman C.P. Radhakrishnan and 
Lok Sabha Speaker Om Birla rejected notices moved by 
the Opposition MPs seeking the removal of Chief 
Election Commissioner (CEC) Gyanesh Kumar, holding 
that the Opposition failed to provide proof and the 
allegations levelled against him did not establish a prima 
facie case of ―misbehaviour‖ as required under the 
Constitution. 

 र                  .  . र        औ             

     र                द                   य   (CEC) 

          र                                              , 

                                         औ          

                         ―द र   र‖          य  

                       

 A detailed 17-page order issued by the two 

presiding officers said the charges either lacked proof 
related to matters already adjudicated or were currently 
under judicial scrutiny. 

                                    17           द              

                                                           

                          य                   

 While the issues raised may be pertinent for 
political debate, the order noted that they did not meet the 
―high constitutional bar‖ necessary to initiate removal 
proceedings under Articles 324(5) and 124(4) of the 
Constitution or the Judges (Inquiry) Act, 1968. 

                      र                                   

  ,                                       द 324(5) और 

124(4)      य     (    )      य , 1968                 

                              ―                 ‖    

                

 On the allegation that Mr. Kumar‟s appointment 
was ―tainted‖ as the law governing his selection under the 
Chief Election Commissioner and Other Election 
Commissioners Act, 2023 was under challenge in the 
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Supreme Court, the Chair said the pendency of a constitutional challenge did not amount 
to misbehaviour. 

        र      य       ―द    ‖                 ,                                        

 य   और           य        य , 2023                                ,               

                               द र   र                

 The claim that Mr. Kumar‘s previous postings reflected ―deep executive embeddedness‖ 
was dismissed, with the order noting that many former CECs had similar administrative 
background without any presumption of bias. 

                                        ―  य             र     ‖          ,                  , 

                    ई      CEC                                औ                  ई 

                           

 Another charge, that the Election Commission applied different standards to the 
government and the Opposition, was rejected for lack of ―clear demonstrable evidence‖ 
of abuse of authority. 

                      य       र  र और                -              ,        

द   य      ―       ‖                               

 The Chair underlined the ―sensitive and delicate‖ nature of the commission‘s constitutional 
functions. 

                            य     ―    द     और      ‖                    

 Allegations that the commission obstructed investigations into alleged electoral fraud by 
refusing to share information with State authorities were also dismissed. 

                    र        र                                                     

                            ,                     

 The order noted that once a First Information Report is registered, the appropriate remedy 
lies before a competent court. 

                           ए    र                                य  य             

    

 Even if such refusal were assumed, it could not constitute grounds for the CEC‘s removal.  

                              ,    CEC                                

 Similarly, the refusal to provide machine-readable electoral rolls to political parties was held 
to be in compliance with Supreme Court directions and consistent with the fundamental 
right to privacy recognised in the Puttaswamy judgment. 

         ,                      -    य   द                                          द        

      औ                                   य                 र                    

 The charge failed to cite any specific violation of electoral law, it said. 
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08A. Centre‟s plan for women‟s reservation follows UPA blueprint for OBC 
quota 

             र        ए        य     UPA    OBC                       र  

 र      

 The Centre is proposing a 50% expansion in the size of the Lok Sabha and State 
Assemblies to accommodate 33% reservation for women ahead of the 2029 general 
election. 

            औ  र                         50%                             2029       

                           ए 33%  र                        

 The math is such that incumbent lawmakers will be assured that their pathway to seeking 
re-election will not be narrowed due to a new social accommodation. 

                              द  /    य                                                   

              य                              

 Prime Minister Narendra Modi said during a campaign meeting in Kerala that assured 
representation for women would be achieved by creating additional seats. 

           र     द       र                                                                    

    र                               

 The government plans to increase the size of the Lok Sabha from 543 to 816 (a 50% 
increase in seats). 

                      543    816                          (         50%     )  

 There will be 273 additional seats, and 273, which is 33% of 816, will be reserved for 
women. 

     273     र            , औ  816    33% य    273                                  
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 The same math will apply at the State level too. 

          र   य  र                  

 For instance, Kerala will have its Lok Sabha seats increased from 20 to 30 with 10 seats 
reserved for women, Uttar Pradesh from 80 to 120, with 40 for women. 

              ,   र                 20       र 30      ,       10                   ए 

 र         ,        र  द      80    120           ,       40              ए        

 The existing Scheduled Caste (SC) and Scheduled Tribe (ST) reservation of 15% and 7% 
each will have one-third reserved for women of respective groups. 

                      (SC) औ                  (ST)    15% और 7%            ए -      

                                 ए  र           

 Enlarging the size of the pie before carving out a new social accommodation is not 

unprecedented. 

  ई                                         (   )                            

 It was exactly in this manner that the UPA-I government implemented reservation for Other 
Backward Classes (OBC) in higher education in 2005-06 and it was a formula designed by 
then Education Minister Arjun Singh. 

              UPA-I  र  र    2005-06                    छ       (OBC)             

            , औ                                                                 

 He championed the expansion of reservation in higher education through the 93rd 
Constitutional Amendment Act and the Central Educational Institutions (Reservation in 
Admission) Act, 2006, that mandated a 27% reservation for OBCs in central higher 
educational institutions (such as IITs, IIMs, and Central universities). 

        93                        य  औ      य              (         र  )      य , 

2006                        र                         ,                     (     IIT, IIM 

और     य         य)    OBC      ए 27%  र                     

 To accommodate this, the government implemented a 54% expansion of seats over a 
three-year period, starting from the 2008-09 academic session, ensuring the number of 
seats available for the general category did not decline. 

                                   2008-09                                  54%          

    र     ,                                       ई           ई  

„Win-win‟ formula 

 „   -   ‟         

 Until then, the SC and ST reservations added up to 22.5% of the seats, and the rest were 
general category seats. 

       SC और ST  र          22.5%         , औ                              

 The math in that situation meant that the total capacity of Central higher education 
institutions had to expand by 54% for the general category numbers to remain the same. 

                              य                                54%                 

                                

 In the pre-OBC reservation era, general category had 78 seats out of each 100, which 
remained the same when the total grew to 154, of which 49.5% was reserved. 

 OBC                               100    78         ,        154       र         र   , 

         49.5%  र         

 In other words, what was 78% of 100 earlier, became 50.5% of 154. 

              ,         100    78%   ,    154    50.5%         

 This avoided any decline in the number of seats for general category students while 
accommodating the OBC students by expanding the pie. 

                   छ                           ई औ  OBC छ                             

                       ई  
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08A. Limits of neutrality in addressing caste 

                                              ए  
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 The interim stay by the Supreme Court on the UGC Promotion of Equity in Higher 
Education Institutions Regulation, 2026 arrives at a pivotal moment. 

              र  य                        य , 2026  र     र  र   ए            य  र 

       

 These regulations emerged from Abeda Salim Tadvi v Union of India, a pending case 
before the Supreme Court concerning caste-based discrimination and student suicides. 

              द                   र                        ,             र    द    औ  

छ                        

 The case highlights institutional failures in creating an equal and inclusive learning 
space. 

                                               और                   र           

             

 When discussing caste discrimination in higher education, it is essential to clarify what is 

being addressed. 

                   द                                                              

        

 The 2026 regulations define “caste-based discrimination” under 3(c) as discrimination 
against SC, ST, and OBC. 

 2026                3(c)        “         र    द   ”    ए   , ए    और                

                                      

 This specificity is necessary to recognise caste as a continuing structure of 
marginalisation. 

                                   र  र     ए  र र           र                       

     

Why neutrality fails 

                        

 The definition has been criticised for excluding “general category” students. 

                      “         ”    छ                             ई     

 Some suggest adopting a caste-neutral definition under Article 14. 

              द 14            -      र                              

 However, this misunderstands how caste discrimination operates and how equality is 
interpreted. 

        ,           द         य   र       र    औ                                  

 The Constitution does not mandate abstract neutrality. 

                                              

 Article 15 allows the State to make special provisions for backward classes, SCs and 
STs. 

      द 15          छ      , ए    और ए         ए                                       

 This ensures substantive equality, not just formal equality. 

                                 ,      औ                    

 Formal equality assumes all groups need identical protection. 

 औ    र                                                               

 But caste discrimination is structural and hierarchical. 

                     र      और                 

 It affects access to dignity, resources, and institutional power. 

      र  ,          और                                       

 Including general category in a neutral framework risks equating systemic oppression with 
individual bias. 

                                                                                    

    

 Such neutrality dilutes the law‟s effectiveness. 

                                     र          
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 For decades, SC/ST students have faced social exclusion and institutional bias. 

          ए   /ए    छ                र और                                  

 In many cases, this has led to mental distress and suicides. 

  ई                            और        ई     

 These realities show that the issue is systemic, not isolated. 

                                              ,         -        ए   

 A caste-neutral definition would flatten unequal social positions into a formal notion of 
sameness that the Constitution itself does not endorse. 

        -      र                                 औ                         ,      

                             

 Articles 14 and 15 permit differential treatment precisely to remedy historical and social 
disadvantage. 

      द 14 और 15          औ                     द र  र        ए         र           

         

 This approach aligns with Articles 14 and 15 and promotes substantive equality. 

                द 14 और 15             औ                                  

 In a caste-based society, equality cannot be achieved through context-blind neutrality. 

                              द  -                                    

 More importantly, the issue is how effectively these regulations function on the ground level. 

                                        र  र                 

 The failure lies in weak implementation and poor institutional accountability. 

                    र   य   य  औ                   द        

 Instead of diluting UGC regulations, focus should be on strengthening enforcement 
mechanisms. 

                                             र                  र                  

 This includes independent complaint mechanisms and time-bound inquiries. 

               य      औ    य                          

 It also requires transparency in outcomes and clear consequences for violations. 

            र           रद      औ                    द            

 The UGC guidelines must be supported by monitoring, audits, and oversight. 

                          र   ,      और  य                                   

 A framework cannot succeed unless institutions are made accountable. 

   ई                                                      द                

 

GS Paper II: International Relations 08 April  2026 

TOPICS COVERED      

08A Bangladesh Foreign Minister arrives in Delhi, meets Doval 

      द        द         द        ,                     

08A Russia, China veto UN resolution on reopening Strait of Hormuz 

    और                              र UN                य  
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08A. Bangladesh Foreign Minister arrives in 
Delhi, meets Doval 

      द        द         द        ,          

           

 Bangladesh Foreign Minister Khalilur Rahman 
arrived here on Tuesday. 

      द        द             र र                            

 This is the first high-level bilateral visit from 

Bangladesh in more than a year, although Mr. Rahman, who 
was National Security Adviser in the interim government of 
that country, had travelled to Delhi in November 2025 for a 

regional meeting. 

                                                   - र य 

     य य      ,                 ,                              

र    य   र         र   ,     र 2025                         

            

 A lunch meeting will be hosted for Mr. Rahman at 
Hyderabad House on Wednesday by Mr. Jaishankar. 

             दर   द                                        

                                   

 Mr. Rahman will also meet Commerce Minister 
Piyush Goyal and Petroleum Minister Hardeep Singh Puri. 

                       य     य  औ         य        रद        

  र                       

 

08A. Russia, China veto UN resolution on 
reopening Strait of Hormuz 

    और                              र 

UN                य  

 Russia and China vetoed a UN Security Council 
resolution on Tuesday on reopening the Strait of 
Hormuz, a text already diluted to remove Gulf states‟ 
desired green light to use force to protect the key 
shipping lane. 

    और                     य   र      र     र द    

                    ,                             

                   ,                          र         

                 द                                       

        य                       

 The draft resolution prepared by Bahrain 
received 11 votes in favour, two against and two 
abstentions. 

   र                        द          11         , 2 

  र      औ  2         (abstentions)       

GS Paper III: Economy 08 April  2026 

TOPICS COVERED      

08A Share of West Asia oil imports rose to 54% just before war 

 य                    ए  य          य          द र  54%        
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08A A mid welfare pitch, Kerala ranks highest in most indicators 

           र                र                          र 
 

08A. Share of West Asia 

oil imports rose to 54% 
just before war 

 य                    

ए  य          य      

    द र  54%        

 Latest govt. data show 
India imported nearly 91% of its 
crude oil requirement in 
February 2026, a historic high; 

Of this, more than half came 
from West Asia, supplies that 

are now constrained. 

                             , 

         र र  2026             

                      

91%          ,       

             र   ;         

                 ए  य     

   ,                           

 Not only was India 
importing nearly 91% of its crude 

oil requirements as of February 
2026, a historic high, but more 
than 54% of these imports came 
from West Asian countries — 

their second-highest share in 
nearly 3.5 years. 

       2026                  

                      91%               ,                        , औ          54% 

                  ए  य   द           —         3.5                                 

 Further, according to data with the Ministry of Petroleum and Natural Gas, India‘s oil 
imports accounted for 90.8% of the total oil processed by Indian refineries in February 2026, 
up from an already historically-high 90.2% in the first half of 2025-26. 

           ,        य  और                  य                    ,       2026            

                                         90.8%          ,    2025-26                  

90.2%                

                                                    र                               य   

                              

 Russia‘s share in the volume of oil India imports rose to 26.5% in February 2026, but was still 
significantly lower than the peak of 40.2% it had reached in May last year. 

       2026                                       26.5%     ई,                          

      40.2%                        

 On the other hand, the share of oil imports from India‘s West Asian sources — Iraq, Saudi 
Arabia, the UAE, Kuwait, and Qatar — rose to a combined 54.4% in February 2026. 

         ,              ए  य         —  र  ,   द   र , य ए ,       और   र —        

                       2026           54.4%     ई  
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08A. A mid welfare pitch, Kerala ranks highest in most indicators 

           र                र                          र 

 The growing economy has outperformed other States in social, educational, and health 
parameters 

                        ,       और                  र          छ  छ       

 An analysis shows Kerala performs better in health, economy, and education indicators. 

                                  ,         और                                     

 Kerala ranked 7th among 23 States in per capita NSDP. 

              ए ए         23 र        7              

 The average daily wage in Kerala is ₹868, the highest among all States. 

         औ                ₹868   ,                               

 The State ranks second in the Human Development Index (HDI). 

                        (HDI)                     



                      
 

  

P
ag

e2
1 

 HDI includes health, education, and standard of living. 

      ई       ,      और       र           

 Kerala recorded an Infant Mortality Rate of 4.4, the lowest in India. 

                   दर 4.4         ई,                        

 The national average was 35.2, nearly eight times higher. 

        औ   35.2   ,                          

 Kerala also recorded the lowest Maternal Mortality Ratio. 

                                         

 About 93% of women have access to hygienic menstrual protection. 

      93%                           र              

 Only about 78% of children have received full basic vaccinations. 

      78%                               

 Kerala ranks 12th out of 29 States in vaccination coverage. 

                 29 र        12              

 ANER measures school-age children enrolled in primary or secondary education. 

    ई                                 य                              

 Kerala‘s Gross Enrolment Ratio (GER) is higher than India‘s 57.6% average. 

                            (GER)         57.6% औ               

 It is among the top three States in GER. 

    GER             र                  

 Kerala ranks first in Gender Parity Index (GPI) with a ratio of 1.44. 

                           (GPI)    1.44                                 

 GPI measures the ratio of female to male enrolment. 

      ई       और                                  

 Kerala ranks second in rural internet teledensity. 

               र                                

 However, Kerala lags in environmental indicators. 

        ,       य   र                     

 

GS Paper III:  Science and Technology 08 April  2026 

TOPICS COVERED     

08A Fast breeder nuclear reactor at Kalpakkam takes „critical‟ leap forward 

               र     यर  रए र    „      ‟                

08A Energy from space 
 

 

The other side: An ‗earthset‘, where 
earth dips beyond the lunar horizon, 
as seen from the Orion spacecraft of 
the Artemis II lunar flyby mission on 
Monday. The four astronauts on 
NASA‘s flyby mission on Monday 
marked the furthest humans have 
been from the planet.  
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08A. Fast breeder nuclear reactor at Kalpakkam takes „critical‟ leap forward 

                र  र      रए र    „      ‟  र  र                 

 Prototype fast breeder reactor (PFBR) at Kalpakkam, Chennai, had achieved ―criticality‖. 

                                                          ,           र     द                

                        X              ई                                      

(PFBR)    ―         ‖               

 This means that the nuclear reaction in the reactor had become safely self-sustaining, 
and was on its way to being able to produce electricity. 

                                                                ई    औ              

                                

 ―Today India takes a defining step in its civil nuclear journey advancing the second stage of 
its nuclear programme…the PFBR at Kalpakkam has attained criticality…it is a decisive 
step towards harnessing our vast thorium reserves,‖ Mr. Modi posted. 

―                                                                      ,                  

                          …         PFBR                         …               

   रय                                             ,‖                 

 While it will be some months before the PFBR is powered up to its full capacity, and even 
longer before it produces useful electricity, multiple experiments have to be conducted at low 
power to check if it‘s running as expected, which must be evaluated by the Atomic Energy 
Regulatory Board before it grants a go-ahead for commercial power operation, this the 

beginning of the second stage of India‘s nuclear programme. 

        PFBR                                                औ                             

                 ,                  ई                ,                र          

  य                        ,                                            ,            

                                        

 Since it was first formally approved as a project by the government in 2003, the PFBR at 
Kalpakkam has taken over two decades to reach this stage. 

       2003                                            ,                PFBR       
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PFBR as a bridge 

PFBR ए                

 India‘s nuclear reactors are heavily dependent on imported uranium. 

                            य र   य                      

 The country‟s three-stage programme, conceived in the 1950s, envisages being able to 
be independent of imported uranium, creating its own stockpile of suitable uranium, 
and eventually harnessing thorium, of which it has vast stores. 

          -            ,               1950    द          ई   ,                         

    ,                  औ           रय                                   

 The PFBR development serves as an essential bridge. 

PFBR                                           

 What this means is that we are now on our way to extract 80-100 times more energy from a 
given quantity of uranium. 

―                    ,‖            र,                               , ―               

                                   80-100                                       ‖ 

 The PFBR is a 500 MW sodium-cooled, pool-type fast breeder reactor designed by the 
Indira Gandhi Centre for Atomic Research and built by Bharatiya Nabhikiya Vidyut 
Nigam Limited, both operating under the Department of Atomic Energy. 

PFBR    500                         -     ,    -                ,         दर         र     

                            औ    र  य       य   द य                             

Uranium powerhouse 

य र   य           

 India‟s pressurised heavy water reactors (PHWR) burn up uranium to produce 
electricity and small quantities of plutonium. 

        PHWR                              औ                                     

 However, less than 1% of the energy from this uranium is extracted from these reactors. 

                            1%                               

 The ‗depleted‘ uranium in India isn‘t considered ‗waste‘ but is reprocessed and stored. 

                                                                           

 It, however, cannot be used back in the existing PHWRs. 

                   PHWR                             

 ―The PFBR reactor is designed to use the ‗spent‘ uranium from the PHWR as well as produce 
more plutonium. 

PFBR          PHWR                                            औ                

                                 

 We are no longer using fresh, mined uranium here. 

                                                        

 As a thumb rule, this means that the 1% energy extracted can go up to nearly 10% for a 

single cycle and for every additional cycle 10% more. 

               1%                    10%                

 The efficiency of the uranium that is mined goes up substantially, Ravi Grover said. 

                                                , र      र         

 ―The burn-up or the energy extracted goes from about 8,000 units to nearly 100,000 units,‖ 

Mr. Grover said. 

                 8,000 य                  100,000 य                      

Two more reactors 

द  और  रए र 
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 India‘s current plan was to construct two more PFBR at Kalpakkam. 

                                   औ  PFBR              

 Currently, India has a fleet of 23 nuclear reactors with a combined capacity of 7.48 GW. 

                      23  र      रए र                   7.48             

 India hopes to have 100 GW by 2047. 

     2047    100                                       

 A significant technological challenge is the use of liquid sodium as a coolant. 

                       र      य               

 Once fully operational, the PFBR is expected to generate 500 MW of electricity, with a design 
life of 40 years. 

                      PFBR    500                        औ                  40           

08A. Energy from space 

What is space-based solar power? 

   -    र    र           ? 

 The Shimizu Corporation in Japan 
has proposed a belt of power plants sitting 
along the moon‘s equator, which is 11,000 km 
long, called the “Lunar Ring”. 

   :                     र                

                       11,000                 

                                    ,      “   र 

 र  ”              

 According to the company‘s plans, 
robots can build this mega-structure from lunar 
soil. 

                        ,                       

                                 

 The facilities will collect solar energy 
from the sun and beam it to the earth as 
microwaves. 

                                       औ      

                                  

 If space-based solar power sounds 

like science fiction, it is exactly that. 

       -    र    र                          

  ,                           

 The concept involves launching large 
arrays of satellites to collect sunlight 24/7, and 

beaming the energy to the earth as microwave 
radiation. 

                                                              24/7                       औ  

                                                   

 The corporation‘s plans are slightly different — they involve facilities on the lunar surface 
rather than in earth orbit — but otherwise involve the same physics. 

                           —                                                            — 

                                          

 Unfortunately for supporters of the idea, there are daunting hurdles. 

                                     ई                         

 The cost of space-based solar is staggering. 

   -    र    र                        
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 In orbit, a single collision with space debris could cripple a billion-dollar array, turning it into 

junk. 

      ,     र                                                          

 Terrestrial solar and battery storage are also getting cheaper and more efficient every year, 

making it hard to justify a complex and risky orbital or lunar facility.  

   य   र      औ                          औ                          ,            औ  

                                                                       

 For now, space-based solar remains an idea trapped in poor economics. 

      ,    -    र    र                          ई                                    

 ई     

GS Paper III: Environment  08 April  2026 

TOPICS COVERED      

08A On India‟s updated climate pledges 

   र              य             र 
 

A member of Saudi Arabia's state-run Saudi Falcons Club holds 
saker falcons before their release into the wild as part of a 
population restoration programme together with Kazakh 
partners, at Altyn-Emel National Park, Kazakhstan on March 29. 

Falcons (Family: Falconidae) 
 Falcons are birds of prey belonging to the Family Falconidae 

and Genus Falco. 

 They are among the most efficient aerial predators, known for 
high-speed flight, sharp vision, and ecological importance. 

 Found across all continents except Antarctica, falcons play a 
crucial role in maintaining ecosystem balance. 

 They possess a distinctive tomial tooth (notch in beak) used to 
kill prey. 

 They have exceptional eyesight and can detect prey from long distances. 

 Unlike eagles, falcons kill prey using beak instead of talons. 
Habitat and Distribution 

 Falcons occupy diverse ecosystems such as mountains, cliffs, grasslands, deserts, coastal 
areas, and urban cities. 

 In India, they are found in the Himalayan region, Gangetic plains, Western Ghats, and coastal 
belts. 

 Urban adaptation is observed in cities like Delhi, Mumbai, and Bengaluru. 
Ecological Role 

 Falcons act as apex aerial predators. 

 They regulate populations of small birds, rodents, and insects. 

 They serve as bio-indicators of environmental health. 

 They help maintain food chain stability and biodiversity balance. 
Adaptations for Survival 

 Falcons use high-speed stoop (dive) for hunting. 

 Their streamlined body reduces air resistance. 

 They have strong chest muscles for sustained flight. 

 Their keen binocular vision helps in precise targeting. 
Fastest Animal on Earth 

 The Peregrine Falcon is the fastest animal on Earth. 

 It can reach speeds of 300–389 km/h during hunting dives. 
Conservation Status (Important for Exams) 

 Peregrine Falcon (Falco peregrinus) has IUCN status Least Concern (LC). 

 It is listed under CITES Appendix I. 

 It is protected under Wildlife Protection Act, 1972 Schedule IV. 

 Laggar Falcon (Falco jugger) has IUCN status Near Threatened (NT). 



                      
 

  

P
ag

e2
6 

 It is listed under CITES Appendix I. 

 It is protected under Wildlife Protection Act, 1972 Schedule IV. 
Major Threats 

 Falcons face threats from habitat loss due to urbanization and deforestation. 

 Use of pesticides like DDT caused eggshell thinning. 

 Illegal hunting and trapping for falconry trade is a concern. 
Electrocution from power lines also affects populations. 
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08A. On India‟s updated climate pledges 

   र              य             र 
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 The first goal is increasing reduction in emissions intensity of GDP to 47% below 2005 
levels by 2035. 

                                  2005  र    2035    47%     र       

 The second goal is ensuring 60% power capacity from non-fossil fuels. 

          60%                 र-                         र       

 The third goal is enhancing carbon sinks through forests and tree cover to 3.5–4 billion 

tonnes CO₂ equivalent. 

               और       र                           3.5–4  र     CO₂         

          

 Efforts include electric vehicles, energy efficiency, and renewable energy expansion. 

                          ,      द    और     र  य          र           

 India is also promoting green hydrogen and carbon capture technologies. 

        र           और           र                                

 Some critics question the adequacy of India‘s NDCs for the 1.5°C global target. 

           1.5°C                              NDCs                              

 Scaling battery storage will cost trillions of rupees. 

                              र     य             

 Pumped hydropower storage has limited scope in India. 

               र                                  

 Regulatory challenges also slow hydropower projects. 

                          रय                        

 The transition from BS-IV to BS-VI standards was costly. 

   ए -IV      ए -VI                           

 
 


